Minutes of the AGM of the Queen Thorne Parish Council held on Monday 14th May 2018 at Sandford Orcas Village Hall

Present: Cllrs McBeath, Allcard,, Andrews, Biddiscombe, Chick, Dodd, Harris, Hayton, Kipling, Lowe Street, Yendole, WDDC Cllr  Gould, and two members of the public

1. Apologies DCC Cllr Penfold
2. Election of Chairman Cllr McBeath was re-elected as Chairman of the Council, proposed by Cllr Andrews and unanimously agreed by all present. 
3. Election of Vice Chairman Cllr Dodd was unanimously re-elected as Vice Chairman of the Council.
4. Declarations of Interests and Acceptance of Office Cllrs McBeath and Dodd signed the acceptance of office forms.
5. Planning Representatives - Cllrs Brewer and Yendole for Nether Compton, Cllr Harris and Cllr Street for Trent, Cllr Allcard for Sandford Orcas and Cllr Chick for Over Compton; agreed by all present.  
6. Village Hall Representatives – Cllr Hayton (Trent), Cllr McBeath (Sandford Orcas), Cllr Dodd (Nether Compton), Cllr Chick (Over Compton) agreed to act as representatives of the Parish Council.
7. Representatives on other organisations – Cllr Yendole to continue as Nether Compton Recreation Ground representative. Cllr Yendole will also be on the Play Group committee. 
8. The Minutes The minutes of a meeting held on 5 March 2018 were accepted as a true record and signed

9. Business Items arising from Meeting of 5 March 2018
a.  Folly Lane It was agreed to ask Highways to replace the “No through road” signs. Cllr Biddiscombe will provide location details and the Clerk will pass this on.
b. Trent Lane Signs Cllr Street has been asked to provide residents with maps with the street names. Residents are being consulted before signs are ordered. Cllr Street thanked Cllr Chick for putting in posts at Trent Pond.
c.  Road clearing work in Sandford Orcas and Trent. The Council approved the DCC quotes for the work. Side verging will start in Sandford Orcas this week, to be followed by gully clearing and then the same in Trent.
e. Neighbourhood Plans were briefly discussed at the recent village meetings in Over and Nether Compton and Sandford Orcas. The Parish Council agreed to fund the expenses (£250 per meeting) of a consultant to explain the process in detail at special village meetings planned to consider the issue.
f. Restoration of fingerposts Cllr Yendole reported on progress including the fingerpost at Trent Triangle which will be topped by the newly made roundel. He was thanked by the PC for the very high standard of the work.


Open Forum
Mr Mike Farey reported that no original documents relating to the ownership of Sandford Orcas Village Hall have been found. Sir Mervyn Medlycott has agreed to sign a letter confirming that the land and hall was handed over to the village. The Parish Council will, as previously agreed, pay for the registration.

WDDC Cllr Gould reported that work is now being done to prepare for the creation of the two new councils for Dorset in May 2019. There will be a consultation on boundary changes within the county, but parish councils will be unaffected. Cllr Gould told the Council that he had been briefed on the history of the discussions between WDDC Planning Department and the owner of Gore Cottage, Sandford Orcas. He will now pursue the matter with the planners.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
New Business
a. Trent Footpaths  Cllr Hayton reported that the Trent Footpaths Officers have been tidying up, putting up notices about dog fouling and talking to DCC about replacing stiles with gates.  
b. S106 Funding The Clerk gave details of funding available for certain types of projects in Nether Compton. The NC Councillors will formulate suggestions.
c. Light pollution at Ratleigh Poultry Farm The Clerk will write and ask for the lighting to be reduced at night.
d. Nether Compton Recreation Ground Cllr Yendole reported that the grass cutting has now restarted and the Council agreed to more frequent cuts to get the grass down to a good level. Plans are ongoing to create a temporary summer tennis court. Cllr Dodd will obtain quotes for cutting back some of the trees. 
e. Overhanging trees and guinea fowl in Over Compton The Clerk will report overhanging trees at some properties on Compton Road to Highways. Cllr Gould will speak to the Environmental Health Department about the problem of guinea fowl straying onto the road and neighbouring gardens.
f. Trent Village Hall sublease The Council agreed to pay £750 for the cost of a deed of variation to the main lease. £750 for the sublease will be paid by the Village Hall Committee. (Or vice versa) Cllr Hayton will provide details.
g. Allotments The hedges at Trent allotments have been laid. The Council agreed to spend up to £250 for renovation and clearing work at Nether Compton allotments. Cllr Biddiscombe will get some quotes.
h. Trees on Compton Hill The Council was supportive of a proposal to plant trees along both sides of the road up Compton Hill. 
i. Councillor attendance Cllr McBeath reminded Councillors that they should regularly attend Council meetings.
j. Sandford Orcas Villlage Hall registration see Open Forum

12  Financial Matters:
a.  Risk Assessment and Assets The risk assessment and list of assets were reviewed and approved
b. The Annual Governance Statement was reviewed and approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman and Clerk.
c. Internal Audit The Clerk reported that the internal audit had been carried out by Mr Daniel Baker and the annual review completed with no issues.
d. The Annual Accounting Statement 2017-18 was reviewed and approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman
e. Exemption from Audit The Council approved the exemption from external audit this year and the Chairman signed the form.
f. Insurance Policy The Council agreed to the 5 year LTA from Zurich unless a better quote can be obtained from Came and Company
g. Future Banking The Council agreed to move the bank account to Lloyds due to the imminent closure of NatWest in Sherborne.
g. Financial Report and Payment of Invoices   The Council reviewed the financial report year to date and approved invoices for payment: Clerk salary (Apr/May) £666.47, KM Dike £232.56, Sandford Orcas Hall £25, SLCC subscription £100, AS Chick £207. 50; EC Trust £180.00, A. Yendole (fingerpost expenses) £543.49; Clerk expenses £31.50; Clerk petty cash £100. Invoices and payments paid since last meeting also approved: EC Trust Water Trent Allotments £18.57; DCC Grit bin Sandford Orcas £284.44 Receipts £10,500 precept, £1105.23 duck race
13 Correspondence:  DAPTC survey, the Clerk will complete
14  Planning Matters; 
WDDC Planning Applications – Approved or decided by Parish Council
	Name
	Reference/Details
	Status

	Adber Court, Batsons Farm, Adber, Trent
	WD/D/18/000550 Conversion of old pigsty to form one bedroom annex,
(retrospective)
	No objection

	38 Higher Barton, Trent
	WD/D/18/000435 Demolish existing lean to and erect new single storey extension
	Support
Approved 23.04.18




WDDC Planning Applications – Awaiting decision by WDDC
	[bookmark: _Hlk482205875]Clover Leys, Trent
	WD/D/17/003038 Demolish existing house and annex and build new house and garage
	Support





Other Planning Matters

	Aldouron, Nether Compton
	WD/D/17/001447 Extend chalet bungalow to create 2 storey building
	Comment, No objection, 
Refused 25.08.17
Appeal lodged 14.12.17
PC letter of support to the Appeal Panel
Appeal dismissed 25.04.18 



The Council agreed to write a letter of concern about the length of time taken by WDDC to make decisions on some planning applications. The decision on the application for Clover Leys has been delayed and the process surrounding Gore Cottage has also been very protracted. Cllr Hayton will draft a letter to the Chief Executive.



15  Dates of Future Meetings
2 July (Nether Compton)
3 September (Nether Compton)
5 November (Sandford Orcas)
7 January (Trent)
4 March (Sandford Orcas)
16  Items for next Meeting: Maps, Allotments, Footpaths

The meeting closed at 9.30` pm
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