Minutes of the meeting of the Queen Thorne Parish Council held on Monday 4th March 2019 at Sandford Orcas Village Hall

Present: Cllrs McBeath, Allcard, Andrews, Biddiscombe, Brewer, Chick, Dodd, Harris, Hayton, Kipling, Lowe, Street, Yendole, WDDC Cllr Gould and DCC Cllr Penfold

1. Apologies - None
2. Chairman’s Announcements The Chairman proposed a vote of thanks to Cllr Gould who is standing down at the next election after many years as a County, District and Parish Councillor.  He was warmly applauded and thanked for all his excellent service to Queen Thorne. Cllr Penfold told the Council that she will be representing a different area if she is elected at the next election. She was also thanked and applauded by the whole Council.
3.Declarations of Interests Cllr Brewer declared an interest in NC Recreation Ground as a trustee of the Poor Ground Trust. Cllr McBeath declared an interest in the item concerning donations to Village Halls as a trustee of Sandford Orcas Village Hall. 
4.The Minutes The minutes of a meeting held on 7 January 2019 were accepted as a true record and signed

5. Business Items arising from Meeting of 7 January 2019
a. Neighbourhood Plans Sandford Orcas decided at a special village meeting on 26th January that it would like to be part of a Queen Thorne NP. The Comptons will hold a meeting in April to make a decision. 
b. S 106 community amenities funding   £4791.38 funding has been received. In Nether Compton this will be divided between the new exercise equipment and ground preparation, refencing the allotments and the village hall. Sandford Orcas has decided that it would like to spend its share of the funding on floodlighting the church tower, subject to PCC, diocese and local residents’ approval.
c. Nether Compton Recreation Ground The Council approved the proposed location for the exercise equipment. This has been publicised for approval within the village.
d. Sandford Orcas Village Hall, land registration Battens hope to obtain the registration with the documents collected. The estimated cost of £450 plus Land Registry fees was approved by the Council. Cllr McBeath will obtain a Village Hall valuation requested by Battens. 
e. PC funding for Queen Thorne village halls, the Parish Council resolved to amend the  financial regulations by adding a new clause to allow funding up to £1000 per precept year for projects or £500 for other items.
f. To decide on remaining PC donations for this year The Clerk will try writing to Nordcat to ascertain numbers of residents using the service, a telephone call having been unsuccessful. The Council is unwilling to make a donation without the information.
g. Allotments Nether Compton: 3 plots will continue to be used but the remaining land will become the exercise equipment area. Trent: Six out of ten allotments have been paid for this year. The gate needs replacing and Cllr Kipling will ask the EC Trust about this.
h. Drains and gullies, the Council agreed to commission DCC to clean all the drains and gullies in the parish for which the PC is responsible. Cllrs will provide maps for DCC to work from. It is anticipated that the work will take 3 -4 days at the rate quoted.
i. Nomination of local pubs as Assets of Community Value The Council decided to put this on hold for the time being.
j. Hedge cutting in Sandford Orcas The Council accepted a quote for £75 from Mr Rose to cut the hedges around the fingerposts. It is hoped to do this on an annual basis.
k. Over Compton bus stop The damage to the bus stop sign had been reported to Highways and the post re-erected. The Clerk has been informed that the sign will be put on soon.



Open Forum
Cllr Penfold and Cllr Gould had nothing to report other than that preparations for the new Dorset Council are proceeding well. 
6. New Business
a. Dorset Council Planning, problems and report on training day Cllrs Yendole and Dodd reported that the recent DAPTC Planning training event had been very informative. It was felt that all councillors would benefit from similar training and the Clerk said she would write to DAPTC and Dorset Council to enquire about planned events.
b. Parish Council Elections Cllrs handed completed nomination forms to the Clerk who will deliver them to Dorchester.
c. Traffic speed / horse riding along B3148 (including Charlock Hill) A draft letter to Oliver Letwin was approved by the Council. Cllr Lowe outlined an idea to make a path for horses and pedestrians along the side of the road. She is consulting with the relevant landowners. The letter to Oliver Letwin will be amended accordingly.
d. Proposal to provide defibrillators in each village Cllrs will make enquiries about sources of defibrillators and funding. The Clerk will write to BT to enquire about taking over Nether Compton phone box.
e. [bookmark: _Hlk523912646]Underground electricity cable, North Street, Nether Compton Cllr Yendole showed the Council pictures of the deteriorated underground cable connection that has failed twice recently. The Clerk will write to SSE to ask for a more permanent repair.
f. Compton House Cricket Club, structural survey funding request The Council agreed to pay the £240 cost of the survey from the ringfenced Battens youth sport fund.
g. Water leak in Sandford Orcas Wessex Water are investigating the source of the excess water
h. Sherborne Area Directory for Health and Care This has been delivered with the QT magazine and Councillors decided no extra copies were needed.
i. Dog waste bins for Sandford Orcas The Council agreed the bins would be an asset if arrangements can be made for emptying. Enquiries will be made by the Sandford Orcas Councillors.

7. Financial Matters:
a. Financial Report and Payment of Invoices   The Council reviewed the financial report year to date and approved invoices for payment: Clerk salary (Feb/Mar) £619.72, A Yendole £30.25, KM Dike £115.92, O&NC Hall £52, Clerk Petty cash (including DCC grit bin refill £57.60) SO Hall Hire £25, CAB £500, Sherborne Voluntary Ambulance £500, Artsreach £500, Water2business £12.53, Steve Rose £75, Compton Hse Cricket Club £240. Received since last meeting: £4791.38 S106, £56 Trent allotments.  
8. Correspondence:  EC Trust – Water at Trent allotments will be paid directly in future
9.  Planning Matters; 
WDDC Planning Applications – Approved or decided by Parish Council

	Name
	Reference/Details
	Status

	Lower Farm Cottage, Over Compton
	WD/D/18/002954 Erect first floor extension to garage and convert to form ancillary accommodation with balcony and access ramp.
	No objection 

	29 The Plot, Plot Lane, Trent
	WD/D/19/000178 Removal of existing single storey house extensions and outhouse. Alterations to existing house. Erection of single and two storey extensions
	Objection, Having consulted neighbours, the Council believes the size and design of the new building is inappropriate.

	School House, Trent
	WD/D/19/000342 Demolition of existing side extension. Erection of single storey side extensions & erection of timber framed porch
	Support





WDDC Planning Applications – Determined

	Name
	Reference/Details
	Status

	THE HAVEN, HARTS LANE JUNCTION ABOVE MIDDLE FARM T, NETHER COMPTON
	WD/D/18/002462 Demolition of conservatory and garage and erection of a two storey and single storey extension with internal alterations. (Full)
	No objection with comments on revised plans
Approved 10.01.19


	Bucklers Farm, Nether Compton
	WD/D/18/002326 Re-roofing of barn adjacent to Bucklers Farm House (Listed Building Consent)
	No objection
Approved 31.01.19

	Coombe Cottage, Sandford Orcas
	WD/D/18/002534 Proposal: Erect single storey extension and installation of roof light
	No objection
Approved 08.01.19

	Agincourt, Sandford Orcas
	WD/D/19/000180 Proposal: Application for a certificate of lawfulness for a proposed one storey extension and addition of obscure glazed window and door to the north elevation of the existing property.
	Approved 07.02.19





10.  Dates of Future Meetings
13 May (Trent) AGM
1 July (NC)
2 September (NC)

11.  Items for next Meeting: Lanes

[bookmark: _GoBack]Cllr Ian Andrews made a personal statement to the Council: He announced that due to academic work and projects making demands on his time, he has decided that, after many years’ service on several councils, he will be standing down from the Parish Council at the next election. The Chairman and Council thanked him for all that he has done for Queen Thorne.

The meeting closed at 9.30 pm
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