Minutes of a Meeting of the Queen Thorne Parish Council held on Monday 8 January 2018 at Over with Nether Compton Memorial Hall

Present: Cllrs McBeath, Allcard, Andrews, Biddiscombe, Brewer, Dodd, Hayton, Kipling, Lowe, Harris, Street, Yendole, WDDC Gould and one member of the public

1. Apologies Cllrs Chick and DCC Penfold
2. Chairman’s Announcements Cllr McBeath welcomed the District Councillor, and wished everyone a happy New Year.
3. Declarations of Interests There were no declarations of interest.
[bookmark: _GoBack]4. The Minutes The minutes of meetings held on 6 and 20 November 2017 were accepted as a true record and signed

5. Business Items arising from Meeting of 6 and 20 November 2017
a.  Installation of posts at Folly Lane Deferred to the next meeting
b. Trent Lane Signs Cllr Street is still liaising with SCC and DCC about the street names.
c. Trent Hall new lease, registration at Land Registry Compton The registration has now been completed and final payment made to Battens. It has emerged that the Village Hall Committee will need a sub-lease of the hall from the Parish Council, to be eligible for a refurbishment grant from Viridor. There were no objections to the sub lease which will be paid for by the Village Hall Committee. Cllr Hayton will liaise with the interested parties including the Ernest Cook Trust, which has already agreed to the arrangement. 
d. Sandford Orcas Village Hall, registration at the Land Registry The necessary documents are still being sought.
e.  Superfast Broadband update  Connection in Over Compton is now available. Adber has been postponed due to an engineering problem which should be resolved by the end of March. 
f.  Sandford Orcas, manhole covers. The damaged covers have both been repaired.
g. Side verging and drain and gully clearing work Having reviewed the three previously circulated quotes for clearing the drains and gullies in Sandford Orcas, the Council decided to employ DCC Highways to carry out the work at the rates in the Working Together Agreement. Prior to the work on the gullies the vegetation must be cut back, and the Council agreed that this should also be done by DCC under the same arrangement. The work will commence in March. It was also decided that any similar necessary work in Trent and the Comptons would be paid for out of the PC Highways/environment budget. The details and extent of the work will be agreed at the next meeting.
h. Agency Agreement with Dorset CC Highways Department The Council agreed to enter into such an agreement commencing on 15.01.17.
i. Trent School Transport Appeal The walking route from Nether Compton to Trent has now been deemed unsafe. Families from Nether and Over Compton should now be eligible for free school transport and are encouraged to apply. Cllr Dodd will compose a letter to DCC to suggest improvements to the current system. This will be copied to the MP.
j. Trent School congestion problems A meeting has been arranged between the Trent Councillors and the school headteacher and chair of governors for Friday 19th of January.

Open Forum
Cllr Gould reported on the Future Dorset Plan for local government reorganisation. The Secretary of State is minded to approve the plan and a final decision should be known soon, the deadline for comments having just expired. 
Mrs Ellen Hughes reported that following the decision by DCC that the route from Nether Compton to Trent is not safe to walk, her son has been given a free place in a taxi provided by DCC for the journeys to and from school. She thanked the Council for its support and the Chairman thanked her. 
In her capacity as Chair of the Nether Compton Play Group, Mrs Hughes asked the Council to consider providing exercise equipment for the use of older children and adults on the Nether Compton Recreation Ground. The likely cost would be around £10,000. All the money currently held by the Play Group is committed to providing new facilities inside the NC changing hut.
6 New Business
a   Village grit bins The Council agreed to pay for a new grit bin to replace the damaged one at the top of Dark Lane, Sandford Orcas. The Council also agreed to order refills for bins low on salt as soon as seems necessary.
b  Parish Council donations to local organisations The Council agreed to grant £500 each to CAB, the Sherborne Voluntary Ambulance and Nordcat. The Clerk will enquire about parish usage of the Nordcat service.
c. Request for provision of exercise equipment on Nether Compton Recreation Ground Continued from the Open Forum. The Council discussed the idea. One suggestion was to improve cycle routes throughout the parishes and install a piece of exercise equipment in each village. Another suggestion was to put all the exercise equipment on Trent Play Area as it will be used by many more children and will be more easily accessible from all areas of Queen Thorne. The Chairman asked the Nether Compton Councillors and Mrs Hughes to prepare a proposal for the next meeting.
d. Artsreach promotion and future funding There is concern that the funding for Artsreach which provides arts events in Nether Compton and Sandford Orcas may be at risk after the reorganisation of local government in Dorset. It was agreed that the Clerk would write to the WDDC and DCC Councillors to ask for their continued support for the organisation.

7  Financial Matters
a. Financial Report and Payment of Invoices   The Council reviewed the previously circulated table of expenditure year to date and the invoices for payment.  Clerk salary (Dec/Jan ) £646.26, HMRC 20.40, KM Dike £594, Second Poor £250, Clerk expenses £35.40, Over with Nether Compton Hall £10. Battens £319.20 (paid since last meeting) All payments were approved by the Council.
b. Budget and Precept 2018-19 The Council reviewed the budget proposed by the budget committee. It was decided by a vote, with 3 votes against, to increase the donation for churchyard maintenance to £1000 per church in the next financial year. It was also agreed to increase the budget for parish amenities, which includes playground and possibly exercise equipment, to £5000. With these adjustments, the Council approved the budget and set the precept at £21,000.

8 Correspondence: Reply from the Secretary of State re PC letter of support for the Future Dorset Plan.

9  Planning Matters

Parish Council comments approved by the full Council

	Name
	Reference/Details
	Status

	Aldouron, Nether Compton
	WD/D/17/001447 Extend chalet bungalow to create 2 storey building
	Comment, No objection, 
Refused 25.08.17
Appeal lodged 14.12.17

	Sevengates, Over Compton
	WD/D/17/002673 Erection of extensions to existing agricultural buildings
	No objection

	Court Ash Cottage, Nether Compton
	WD/D/17/002390 Erect first floor extension to existing lean-to building
	No objection
Approved 21.12.17

	
Redundant buildings near Farriers Cottage, Nether Compton
	WD/D/17/001949 Demolish storage buildings and garage. Alter cider house and workshops to create 2 two bedroom dwellings
	No objection
Amended plans: No objection



Applications determined by WDDC for information

	Agincourt, Sandford Orcas
	WD/D/17/002191 Erection of single storey 2 bay garage
	No objection
Approved 13.11.17

	Hill House, Nether Compton
	WD/D/17/001907 Erect first floor extension over existing flat roof
	No objection
Approved 10.11.17





10  Dates of Future Meetings
5  March Trent
14 May Sandford Orcas
2 July Nether Compton
3 September Nether Compton
5 November Sandford Orcas

11  Items for next Meeting: Folly Lane, Flood lighting at Queen Thorne Landscapes, Primrose Lane Development, Trent road signs

The meeting closed at 9.30` pm
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