Minutes of a Meeting of the Queen Thorne Parish Council held on Monday 5 March 2018 at Trent Memorial Hall

Present: Cllrs McBeath, Allcard, Brewer, Chick, Dodd, Hayton, Kipling, Lowe, Harris, Street, Yendole, WDDC Gould DCC Penfold, Mr Jon Dowty of ONeill Homer and three members of the public

1. Apologies Cllrs Andrews, Biddiscombe and Kipling,
2. Chairman’s Announcements Cllr McBeath welcomed everyone to the meeting.
3. Declarations of Interests There were no declarations of interest.
4. The Minutes The minutes of a meeting held on 8 January 2018 were accepted as a true record and signed

5. Business Items arising from Meeting of 8 January 2018
a.  Installation of posts at Folly Lane The posts will be installed this week. In addition the Council agreed to provide 2 new “No through road” signs. Cllr Biddiscombe will provide location details and the Clerk will order the signs.
b. Trent Lane Signs Cllr Street is still researching the street names.
c..Superfast Broadband update  Adber  the cabinet should be connected by the end of March, with commissioning to take place after that.
d.  Gully clearing work in Trent. Cllrs Hayton and Kipling have surveyed what needs doing with the Community Highways Officer. The Parish Council agreed to pay for the work, to be carried out by DCC under the Agency Agreement.
e. Trent School congestion problems  - see Open Forum
f.  Proposal to provide exercise equipment within the parish Postponed till next meeting
g. Problems with mud and debris on Sandford Orcas roads After complaints about hedge clippings left on the road, the Clerk had written to the farmer concerned. Cllr Lowe had also spoken to the land agent about this and the problem of mud on the roads. The Clerk had informed Rimpton PC about actions taken.

Open Forum
A representative of Sandford Orcas Village Hall presented a request for funding towards the cost of installing panels to improve the acoustics in the hall. The Parish Council agreed to a donation of £315.

Cllr Hayton introduced Mr Jon Dowty of ONeill Homer Neighbourhood Planning Consultants. It was explained that at the recent Trent Village Meeting there was majority support for the formulation of a Neighbourhood Plan. It was pointed out that the new National Planning Policy Framework may require local authorities to list the numbers of new houses to be built in each village. However, a Neighbourhood Plan would allow each village to define its preferred plan for development. This would be enshrined in law and used by the local authority as the Development Plan for years to come. Trent intends to employ consultants to assist with the plan, to be paid for with a grant. It would be possible, at the same cost, to incorporate the whole of Queen Thorne into this process, with a steering committee including representatives from each parish. Councillors will put the proposal forward at the Over and Nether Compton village meeting on March 22nd and the Sandford Orcas meeting on May 12th
.
Nicola Harris, a resident of Fishers Close, Trent, told the meeting that the problems associated with traffic and parking outside Trent School each morning and afternoon are as bad as ever. The Trent Councillors had met the Headteacher and the Chair of Governors, and the matter had been discussed at the village meeting. As a result of this a working group has been formed to find a solution. The Ernest Cook Trust and the County Solicitor have been contacted.

Mr Paul Harris apologised to the meeting for the lighting problem at Queen Thorne Landscapes. A cherry picker will be brought in over the summer to resolve the issue.
 
New Business
a. Floodlighting at Queen Thorne Landscapes See Open Forum. 
b. Primrose Lane development  Nothing to report.
c. Neighbourhood Plan See Open Forum..
d. Funding for Sandford Orcas Village Hall See Open Forum 
[bookmark: _GoBack]e. PC donations The Clerk had been in touch with NORDCAT and discovered that there are currently not many residents within Queen Thorne using the service. Apart from weekly buses available to Sherborne and Yeovil, NORDCAT also offers transport for medical appointments. The Council agreed to make a £250 donation and advertise the service including the fact that more volunteer drivers are needed. The Council also decided to donate £500 to Artsreach, this being £250 each for the venues, in Nether Compton and Sandford Orcas, that are used for Artsreach productions.  The Clerk will write to the organisation to say how much the PC values its work within the parish.
f. Village Meetings Trent has held its meeting. Over and Nether Compton will hold their meeting on the 22nd of March and Sandford Orcas on May 12th.
g. Posts at Trent Millennium Pond The Council agreed to install posts to deter parking on the grass.
h. Repair of The Old School House and Gore Cottage, Sandford Orcas It was decided that the Parish Council will write to WDDC to ask them to come to a speedy decision about whether Gore Cottage is listed under the curtilage of Jerrards. Concern had been expressed to the PC about The Old School House which is also in a poor state of repair. The Clerk will make enquiries.
i. Restoration of fingerposts Cllr Yendole said that his schedule of repairs had been delayed by bad weather and illness, but he is now ready to continue. He was thanked by the PC for the very high standard of the work done so far.
j. New contract for grass cutting in Nether Compton and Trent The Council accepted the new quotation from KM Dike for a contract for the next two years. Unfortunately, the Council had been unable to obtain other quotes in time for the meeting, this was partly due to illness and the recent bad weather.,

	
7  Financial Matters
a. Financial Report and Payment of Invoices   The Council reviewed the previously circulated report and the invoices for payment.  Clerk salary (Feb/Mar ) £589.87, HMRC 76.80, C. Yendole (Materials for fingerposts) £167.35, CAB £500, Clerk petty cash £100.00, Trent Hall £135. Sherborne Voluntary Ambulance £500 , Artsreach £500, Nordcat £250, Water2business £14.79, Sandford Orcas Villlage Hall £315. All payments were approved by the Council. Money received since last meeting: £112 for Trent allotment rents.
b. Cllrs Lowe and Allcard agreed to become signatories on the bank account. NatWest in Sherborne is closing down in June and the Clerk will look at alternative options.

8 Correspondence: Devolution of Services Assets to Town and Parish Councils: Parish Council Survey. This was discussed and the Clerk asked to complete the online survey on behalf of the Council.

9  Planning Matters

Parish Council comments approved by the full Council

	Name
	Reference/Details
	Status

	Clover Leys, Trent
	WD/D/17/003038 Demolish existing house and annex and build new house and garage
	Support

	3 Bridge Place, Nether Compton
	WD/D/17/002928 Demolish existing extension and erect new one. Dormer windows to rear and roof lights to front.
	No objection
Approved 23.02.18





Applications determined by WDDC for information

	Sevengates, Over Compton
	WD/D/17/002673 Erection of extensions to existing agricultural buildings
	No objection
Approved 30.01.18

	Aldouron, Nether Compton
	WD/D/17/001447 Extend chalet bungalow to create 2 storey building
	Comment, No objection, 
Refused 25.08.17
Appeal lodged 14.12.17
PC letter of support to the Appeal Panel
Appeal not yet decided, no date set





10  Dates of Future Meetings
14 May Sandford Orcas
2 July Nether Compton
3 September Nether Compton
5 November Sandford Orcas

11  Items for next Meeting: 
None
The meeting closed at 9.40 pm
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