Minutes of the AGM of the Queen Thorne Parish Council held on Tuesday 4th May at 7.30pm by Zoom video/audio call.

Present: Cllrs McBeath, Allcard, Biddiscombe, Carter, Chick, Dodd, Hayton, Kipling, Lowe, Simms, Yendole and 3 members of the public 

1. Apologies Cllrs Brewer and DC Cllr Legg
2. Chairman’s Statement The Chairman welcomed Councillors and members of the public. He asked everyone to make their points as briefly as possible,
3. Election of Chairman Cllr McBeath was re-elected as Chairman of the Council, proposed by Cllr Dodd, seconded by Cllr Lowe and unanimously agreed by all present. 
4. Election of Vice Chairman Cllr Dodd was proposed by Cllr Yendole, seconded by Cllr Lowe and unanimously re-elected as Vice Chairman of the Council.
5. Passing of Harry Harris A minute’s silence was held to remember Harry Harris, a very long standing and valued councillor and friend. The Chairman spoke for everyone when he said how much Harry would be missed. Cllr Legg had earlier written to echo these thoughts and Mr Kitson had told the clerk how well Harry had served the people of Adber.
6. Declarations of Interests There were no declarations of interest
7. Planning Representatives – Cllr Yendole for Nether Compton, Cllr Hayton and Cllr Kipling for Trent, Cllr Allcard for Sandford Orcas and Cllr Chick for Over Compton; agreed by all present.  
8. Village Hall Representatives – Cllr Hayton (Trent), Cllr McBeath (Sandford Orcas), Cllr Dodd (Nether Compton) agreed to act as representatives of the Parish Council.
9. Representatives on other organisations – Cllr Yendole to continue as Nether Compton Recreation Ground and Play Group committee representative. Allotments representatives: Trent, Cllr Kipling, Nether Compton, Cllr Biddiscombe who will also cover footpaths.
10. Business Items arising from meeting on March 1st 2021
a. Marl Lane, horse warning sign, Paul Thatcher had said that it would not be possible to attach a horse warning triangle to the narrow road sign at the A30 end of the road, even if paid for by the parish council. All other Parish Council suggestions for horse warning signs on Marl Lane have also been rejected.
b. Update on Sandford Orcas road name signs, Cllr Lowe reported that the responses to her village email had been sparse and generally negative about the idea of street name signs. This will now be put on hold.
c. Blocked road drain between Over and Nether Compton, Dorset Council Highways have jetted 20 meters of the gully but it is blocked, possibly by a broken pipe. A dig down order has been logged but as yet no date has been set for the work.
d. Replacement of bench seat at Trent Millennium Pond, The council agreed to pay half the cost of a new bench with the Ernest Cook Trust. 
e. Grass cutting contract 2021-22 The council had requested 3 quotes but only received 2, from KM Dike and Dorset Council. The council agreed to accept the KM Dike quote as it was much cheaper.
f. Allotments Cllr Kipling reported that the Trent Allotments have been spruced up. He had organised a digger, skip for the rubbish and fixed the water supply with new pipe and tap. The council approved the costs. The allotments are all occupied.
11. New Business

a. To discuss problem of off-road vehicles using byways between Trent and the Comptons The council considered a suggestion from the Castleton RoWLO that the “No Through Road” sign on Ratleigh Lane should be moved to the road junction. Cllr Yendole reported that he had come across a 4 x 4 vehicle stuck on one of the lanes. When challenged the driver said he would not be deterred from driving there again. Cllr Legg has contacted Dorset Highways about the sign.
b. Rights of way, Trent: plan to divert public footpath between the school and pub The council supported the proposed diversion of the footpath through the orchard, and in principle agreed to pay £750 of the application costs. The clerk will check whether this is appropriate and allowable under parish council operating rules. 
c. Proposal to plant trees on Compton Hill Councillor Hayton proposed that the council should put into action a plan that was long held by Harry Harris. A forester for the Ernest Cook Trust has visited the site and suggested Pin Oaks interplanted with Crab Apples. The council thought this would be a fitting way to remember Harry and agreed to pay the estimated costs of around £2000, with the trees to be planted this autumn. The clerk will write to the owners of the verges.
d. To consider the council’s view of the proposal for a Dorset National Park The council discussed the views sent by Chris Loder, and agreed that it is generally not in favour of the park. The clerk will write to Mr Loder.
e. Application for a grant from Over and Nether Compton Village Hall Committee The clerk had previously circulated the application and relevant quote for electrical work and new heaters. The council agreed a donation of £1000 in accordance with its financial regulations.
f. Application for a grant from Trent Village Hall Committee The clerk had previously circulated the application and relevant quote for groundworks for the new play equipment. The council agreed a donation of £1000 in accordance with its financial regulations and an extra £1260 from the Battens Youth Sports Fund. 
g. Registration of unclassified footpaths Cllr McBeath reported that the Sandford Orcas Footpaths Officer has reviewed the unclaimed paths around the village and does not consider it would be desirable to claim any of the paths. This will be reviewed at the village meeting. Trent and the Comptons will look at their unclaimed paths and also review at the village meetings.
h. Village meetings The Sandford Orcas meeting is arranged for June 5th. Trent and the Comptons – dates to be confirmed soon. The council approved a plan to invite the Neighbourhood Plan Consultant, Jo Witherden to the Trent meeting where the idea of a plan restricted to Trent housing supply, to be created in consultation with the Ernest Cook Trust, will be discussed.
i. Burning of plastics on garden bonfires It was agreed that the clerk will write letters to two households in Sandford Orcas who have regularly been burning plastic on garden bonfires. Copies will be sent to Cllr Legg.
j. Parking on Adber Triangle Mr Brian Kitson told the council that doubts had been raised about providing hard standing for parking, for fear that it attracts more parking around the triangle. Dorset Council have advised that the parish council should write to Open Reach to ask that drivers do not park on the triangle. The council agreed to do this.
k. Side verging and gully clearing programme of work in Trent and Sandford Orcas Cllr Lowe told the council of the quote just received from Dorset Council. It was felt that the quote was too expensive. Cllr Lowe was delegated to negotiate with Dorset Council. The council agreed a sum of up to £6380 for the programme of works.
l. Update on Queen Thorne CIL payments The clerk showed the CIL report. Trent has recently received £747.23, which it was proposed should go towards the trees on Compton Hill. This will be put for approval at the village meeting. Sandford Orcas still has £1025 to be discussed at the village meeting. Nether Compton has £1364 for improvements to a community venue. Cllr Dodd was not in favour of using this for the current improvements at the village hall, and it was decided that this should be discussed at the village meeting.  
m. Anti-social behaviour in Nether Compton and damage to council property This has been reported to the police and the clerk is receiving updates from the local policing team who are working on a multi-agency approach for a long term solution. Cllr Yendole is working on repairs at the recreation ground in consultation with neighbouring property owners. 
12. Financial Matters
 
a. Risk Assessment and Assets The risk assessment and list of assets were approved
b. Internal Audit The Clerk reported that the internal audit had been carried out by Mr Daniel Baker and the annual review completed with no issues. 
c. The Annual Governance Statement was reviewed and approved by the Council to be   signed by the Chairman and Clerk.
d. The Annual Accounting Statement 2010-21 was reviewed and approved by the Council to be signed by the Chairman
e. Financial Report and Payment of Invoices   The Council reviewed expenditure against budget year to date. Invoices approved for payment: Clerk salary (April/May) £681.87, HMRC PAYE £84.80, Community Heartbeat Trust £51.60, KM Dike £118.61 (April), R. Kipling £211.48, Clerk petty cash  £100
Payments made since last meeting approved at the meeting:  07.04.21 R. Kipling - work done at Trent allotments paid via petty cash, £100, 10.03.21 Citizens Advice £300
Other payments expected already agreed: Insurance. The council authorised the clerk and chairman to make a decision on the insurance policy starting 01.06.21.
Receipts since last meeting: Precept Dorset Council £12,500.


13. Correspondence None


14. Planning Matters 
DC Planning Applications – Approved or decided by Parish Council


	Name
	Reference/Details
	Status

	35 Higher Barton, Trent
	P/LBC/2021/00476 Listed Building Consent| Replace two existing windows at first floor on the front elevation
	Support
Pending decision

	Adber House, Adber
	WD/D/20/003153, Erection of timber gazebo
	No objection
Approved 23.04.21

	Hedgerows, Sandford Orcas
	WD/D/21/000101| Erection of single storey orangery extension
	Support
Pending decision





DC Planning Applications – Decided or awaiting decision by Dorset Council

	Bucklers Farm, The Folly, Nether Compton
	WD/D/20/002598 | Change of use & alterations to barn to provide ancillary garaging, storage & workshop space for adjacent dwellings. Creation of access & parking area
	Objection
Pending decision

	Bucklers Farm, The Folly, Nether Compton
	Appeal A/WD/D/20/002083| Change of use of land from garden to parking area, form vehicular access, construct bridge and bunds
	The PC objected to the original application which was refused by Dorset Council.
Appeal launched by applicant 03.02.21

	Trent Cottage, Patson Hill
	WD/D/20/002590 | Erect Single Storey Extension
	No objection
Approved 24.04.21

	Ratleigh Wood Poultry Unit, Nether Compton
	WD/D/20/001876 | Erection of an extension to existing poultry building following demolition of an existing dilapidated poultry building
	No objection 
Approved 17.03.21

	The Old Forge, 8 Compton House
	WD/D/20/001545 | Replace 1 fixed pane with a hinged opening pane for two separate windows
	No objection
Pending decision

	Trent Youngs Primary School, Trent
	WD/D/19/002817 | Works to facilitate refurbishment - old school house 
	Support
Approved 14.04.21



DC Planning Applications – withdrawn
	Sevengates, Over Compton
	WD/D/20/003213| Erection of single storey extension
	No objection, PC query regarding existing building
Withdrawn 26.04.21



15. Dates of Future Meetings
2021 5 July, 6 September, 1 November

16.  Items for next Meeting None



The meeting closed at 10:06 pm
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