Minutes of the AGM of the Queen Thorne Parish Council held on Monday 9th May 2016 at Trent Memorial Hall

Present: Cllrs McBeath, Allcard, Biddiscombe, Brewer, Chick, Harris, Hayton, Kipling, Lowe, Street, Yendole, WDDC Cllr  Gould, several members of the public
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1. Apologies Cllr Andrews
2. Election of Chairman Cllr McBeath was re-elected as Chairman of the Council, proposed by Cllr Harris, seconded by Cllr Hayton and unanimously agreed by all present.
3.Election of Vice Chairman Cllr Dodd was re-elected as Vice Chairman of the Council in his absence, proposed by Cllr McBeath, seconded by Cllr Harris and unanimously agreed by all present.   
4. Declarations of Interests and Acceptance of Office Cllr McBeath signed an acceptance of office. Cllr Dodd will do so at the next meeting. There were no declarations of interest.
5. Planning Representatives - Cllr Brewer for Nether Compton, Cllr Harris with Cllr Street for Trent, Cllr Allcard for Sandford Orcas and Cllr Chick for Over Compton; agreed by all present.  
6.Village Hall Representatives – Cllr Hayton (Trent), Cllr McBeath (Sandford Orcas), Cllr Dodd (Nether Compton), Cllr Chick (Over Compton) agreed to act as representatives of the Parish Council.
7.Representatives on other organisations – Cllr Yendole to continue as Nether Compton Recreation Ground representative. Cllr Yendole will also be on the Play Group committee. The other Play Group committee members will remain the same: Chair- Ellen Hughes, Secretary- Sarah Hitch,Treasurer -Natalie Trebble
9. The Minutes The minutes of a meeting held on 7 March 2016 were accepted as a true record and signed.

Open Forum

Cllr Gould began by thanking Michael Bevan, who has stepped down as Dorset County Councillor for the Sherborne Rural Division after 7 years.  Speaking of Mr Bevan’s dedicated service to the community, Cllr Gould extended his thanks and good wishes which were echoed by all those present. 
Cllr Gould then introduced Mary Penfold, who is standing as a candidate in the DCC Sherborne Rural election on 2 June.
Cllr Gould told the meeting about the planned consultations during the summer on the future shape of local government in Dorset. There are several options being considered including unitary authorities and double devolution, where more power would go to town and parish councils.
Dorset Waste Partnership has now been rolled out across the county and is making a positive impact on recycling rates and budget saving.
Work on the A30 by The Crown in Sherborne – Cllr Gould reported that the serious nature of problems uncovered will mean a period of road closure. Discussions are taking place to plan the work with the necessary traffic diversion.

Mike Farey, Chairman of Sandford Orcas Village Hall Committee reported that the first use of the renovated village hall, for voting on Thursday, had been marred by polling office staff putting up posters using blue tack and drawing pins on the brand new paintwork.  It was also felt that having the heating on high with the doors open was unnecessary. Cllr Gould will endeavour to ensure that this does not happen again at the elections in June.

Captain Bird of the CPRE told the Council that in his opinion the current Local Plan is much weaker than previous ones and stressed the need for Neighbourhood Plans. He recommended contacting Cllr Horsington. Cllr Hayton will look into this and it will also be brought up at the Sandford Orcas village meeting.

Mary Penfold told the meeting that she had broad experience of Council affairs as a District Councillor and also as a Parish Council Clerk.
10. Business Items arising from Meeting of 7 March 2016

a (Item 5b) Nether Compton Recreational Ground Cllr Yendole confirmed that the football club who had been using the pitch have given up. New users of the facilities are being sought. The Council approved a 2 year contract with KM Dike for grass cutting.
b (Item 5c) Allotments. Cllr Biddiscombe handed £120 NC rental money to the Clerk. There are still a few plots vacant. Cllr Kipling is to speak to the EC Trust about clearing the over grown plots in Trent. The hedges will be cut in the autumn.
c (Item 5d) Footpaths and pavements in Trent   Cllr Street is trying to arrange the cutting back of overhanging vegetation on the footpath opposite the Alms Houses and elsewhere in the village.

d (Item 5f) Trent School Parking   It will not be possible to create a car park on the land by the Rose and Crown as it lies on a drove, which is protected by law. Another option for overflow parking has been identified, but this will only be seriously considered if the idea receives approval from the owners of neighbouring properties.
e (Item 5g) Problem of speeding cyclists in Sandford Orcas Cllr Allcard told the Council that the Community Police Office has suggested rumble strips as a measure to control speeding by cyclists on Benchy Hill. Cllr Gould will make enquiries with Rolly Skeats at Highways. Sustrans are supportive of putting up signs.
f (Item 5h) Excessive mud on Sandford Orcas roads  Cllr McBeath reported on the meeting that was held in Sandford Orcas with Oliver Letwin. Mr Letwin agreed with the seriousness of the problem and is going to speak to the agencies which may be able to help with a view to arranging a further meeting in the village in November.
g (Item 6i) Dog fouling in Nether Compton The playing field is now a dog free zone and notices about dog fouling have been put up around the village. Cllrs Yendole and Biddiscombe believe that these measures have considerably improved the situation and wish to record their thanks to the village for complying with the signs.
h (Item 6j) Problem of 4x4 motorbikes and quad bikes on parish lanes Cllr Biddiscombe has written to Highways about the installation of staggered posts. Following the request by the Clerk, DCC has put up new Bridleway signs and this has deterred drivers. Cllr Biddiscombe will obtain quotes for the proposed posts.
i (item 6g) Campaign to challenge Mudford Development Cllr Kipling reported on a meeting with Marcus Fysh MP. It was felt that this had not been very helpful. Cllrs Hayton, Harris and McBeath will confer on a letter to Oliver Letwin to ask for more help.


11  New Business
a  Standing Orders –Amendments suggested by the committee meeting held earlier will be reviewed by the Council and put for approval to the next meeting.
b  Additional funding for Sandford Orcas Village Hall A request for funding to cover additional costs to the works on the hall having been previously received, was reviewed and the Council agreed to a further £500 in addition to the £500 already committed for this financial year. A cheque for a £1000 was issued. The Council stipulated that this would be the final donation to these works.
c.Trent Hall lease and building plans Paul Harris and David Walden told the Council about proposals for renovation work and an extension at Trent Hall which had been unanimously supported at a recent meeting in the village. Before any grants can be applied for, the lease on the hall must be extended. The Parish Council was asked if it will continue as Custodial Trustee of the hall under the new lease. There were no objections to this proposal, but the decision will be taken when full details of the lease are available. In addition, enquiries are being made to ascertain the exact ownership of the land surrounding the hall. This also needs to be sorted out before any planning permission can be applied for.
d  Mobile library consultation – Cllrs discussed the proposed reduction in services. Cllrs were encouraged to complete the survey issued by DCC. 
e  Over Compton Triangle Cllr Chick reported on the over grown state of the triangle by the sign post. The Council will get a quote from KM Dike for maintenance. Cllr Yendole offered to renovate the finger post, the Council agreed to pay for materials.
f  Cleaning of drainage gullies in Sandford Orcas  Cllr McBeath has obtained quotes for hiring equipment to thoroughly clean out the gullies. The same problem exists in Trent. A decision will be taken at the next meeting.
g Insurance Renewal The quote from Zurich was approved. The Clerk will check on what is included in the cover and send details to Councillors.
h Training Upcoming Councillor training dates were given.
12  Financial Matters:
a.  Risk Assessment A draft risk assessment was given out by the Clerk. Councillors will review it for the next meeting.
b. The Annual Governance Statement was reviewed and approved by the Council, and signed by the Chairman and Clerk.
c. The Annual Accounting Statement 2015-16 was reviewed and approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman and Clerk
Payment of Invoices   Clerk salary (Apr/May) £657.47 Inland Revenue PAYE £9.20, KM Dike £228, Trent Hall £20. Payments were approved by the Council. Payments made since last meeting approved – EC Trust £195.21, KM Dike £228, Toy Barn £1848. Receipts £10,500 precept, £680 duck race, £500 donation from Battens towards the replacement fencing at NC recreation ground,
13 Correspondence:  Letter from WDDC re Local Plan Review. Work has begun on the review and public consultation is anticipated on a draft plan in March 2018.
14  Planning Matters
a WDDC Planning Applications – For approval or decision by Parish Council
	Name
	Reference/Details
	Status

	Shenstone, Compton Road, Over Compton
	WD/D/16/000813 Erect extension to West elevation and make alterations
	Cllr Chick is still consulting with neighbours regarding  this application

	
	
	

	Stonecroft, Over Compton
	WD/D/16/000259 Erect extension
	No objection, approved 22.04.16

	Worldwide Butterfly Farm site
	WD/D/16/000518 Dwelling house- certificate of lawfulness
	The Parish Council has no further comment



WDDC Planning Applications – Awaiting decision by WDDC

	Valley View, Noor Farm, Nether Compton
	WD/D/15/001980 Change of use from garden to business use & erect office building
	No objection with comments
Under consideration



Applications Determined by WDDC
	Worldwide Butterfly Farm site
	APP/F1230/C/15/3004533 Enforcement Notice Appeal 
	Appeal April 
QTPC letter in support of enforcement sent June
Inquiry held 17 November. Appeal allowed subject to corrections


	Trent Manor
	WD/D/15/002420 Replacement of modern flat roof extension, Replacement of garden room link. Addition of dormer windows. Alterations, Loft conversion over stables.
	No objection with comments
Approved 29.03.16



Tree Applications for approval
	Plum Orchard House, Nether Compton
	WD/CA/16/00118 
	No objection, 


	The Old Rectory,Sandford Orcas
	WD/TP/16/00136
	No objection

	O&NC Village Hall
	WD/CA/16/00079
	No objection, approved 05.04.16



Withdrawn applications
	Flamberts, Trent
	WD/D/15/002935 timber building
	Withdrawn 09.03.16

	The Noor, Nether Compton
	WD/D/15/002150 Erect extension 
	Withdrawn 21.04.16




Other Planning Matters

	Staffords Green Farm
	Query over use of holiday let
	Long term let until spring. Officer will review the case in May.

	High Barton, Trent
	Breach of planning control – garage front door bricked up
	No enforcement, this was wrongly identified as a breach of planning







15  Dates of Future Meetings
4 July (Sandford Orcas)
5 September (Nether Compton)
7 November (Nether Compton)
16  Items for next Meeting: Review of burial grounds grants.

Comments It was agreed that the Clerk should write to Michael Bevan to thank him for his service to the Council and the community.
The meeting closed at 9.45 pm
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