Minutes of a meeting of the Queen Thorne Parish Council held on Monday 14th November 2022 at 7.30pm in Nether Compton Village Hall.

[bookmark: _Hlk108507640]Present: Cllr McBeath, Biddiscombe, Chick, Kipling, Hart, Lowe, Morgan, Symms, Dorset Council Cllr Legg, Trent RoWLO Max Snow, and 1 member of the public.

Apologies - Cllrs Allcard and Carter
Chairman’s announcements A minute’s silence was held to remember Cllr Mike Hayton. Cllr McBeath said what an excellent member of the council he had been and everyone agreed that he will be very sadly missed.
Declarations of Interests – None
Minutes: The minutes of the meeting on 5th September were agreed as a true record and signed
Business Items arising from meeting on September 5th 2022
a. Neighbourhood Plan: Update Max Snow of the NP Committee said that progress has been made and a decision will be taken at the next committee meeting in January about whether to go ahead with the creation of a plan. A grant of £2110 has been received.
b. Tree planting, plans to plant trees on Western Street It was suggested that the council should investigate planting around 10 trees this year. Cllr Kipling will get quotes and confirmations of sponsorship, with a view to the council making a decision at the January meeting. The council also agreed that a replacement should be bought for a tree that has died on Gore Lane. Cllr Kipling will also obtain quotes for this.
c. Rights of Way:
1. Nether Compton: Dave Ackerley the Dorset Ranger has confirmed to the clerk that there is no requirement for a farmer to separate a footpath from animals in a field, as had been requested by residents in Nether Compton. Cllr Hart has spoken to the farmer about incidents when animals have got through the hedge onto the playing field. He has been assured that fencing will be erected to solve the problem. The clerk had also written to the farmer concerned.
2. Trent Max Snow has written an article for the Queen Thorne Magazine with advice for walkers on closing farm gates etc.  He has also spoken to the landowner at Lowsome Lane about doing an express dedication of a footpath rather than a DMMO application.
d. Allotments:  Nether Compton: Cllr Biddiscombe gave the clerk £75 rent money and reported that 8 – 10 of the plots are taken and two others may be brought into use soon. Most of the rubbish has been cleared to one side and it is hoped that a skip will not now be necessary. Trent: All the plots are taken and in good order. Cllr Kipling is asking Steve Rose to come and adjust the newly installed gate. He told the council that he is hoping to get quotes to improve and level the parking area in the spring.
e. Drain clearing and side verging programme Cllr Lowe reported that the work had been carried out to a very high standard. Cllr Kipling agreed that this was also the case in Trent.
f. Nether Compton Recreation Ground: EDF was unable to install a smart meter due to the voltage. They are considering the best option. This means that the council must submit monthly readings. The grass had been cut this morning after a period when the contractors had not been able to get on the wet pitch.
g. Wessex Internet fibre broadband connection for Sandford Orcas Thanks to Cllrs Lowe’s efforts, 33 people have registered interest on the Wessex Internet website. This will now be considered by the company strategy committee. Cllr Kipling is looking into this for Trent and will contact the company. He has already broached the idea to people in the village.
h. Climate and Biodiversity Emergency The council agreed that it should make decisions with this in mind. Tree planting and managing the allotments in an environmentally friendly way were cited as examples.
i. Nature Watch Group The council decided that it will be happy to consider applications for grants from the group once it can fulfil the necessary requirements. Each application would then be judged on its merit.





Open Forum

Kim Creswell of the Queen Thorne Nature Watch Group reported that the group is moving forward and will be registering with the Charity Commission. The group has been monitoring water with a borrowed piece of specialized equipment. On one day recently after heavy rain, levels of phosphates were shown to be 10 times higher than recommended levels. Kim has reported this to the Environment Agency and Cllr Legg has written to John Sellgren at Dorset Council.
Kim Creswell requested that when improving the carparking areas at Trent Allotments, methods other than spraying or plastic membrane should be used. She also reported that the footpath through Holway Woods has been blocked in places and left in a very poor state by forestry works.
Cllr Legg reported that Dorset Council is still reviewing the situation regarding the ditch at East Field. Paul Harris told the council that the verges on the main street in Trent were not cut this year. Cllr Morgan noted that the sleeper wall in Trent has been rebuilt after he reported it to Magna Housing.

New Business
a. Co-option –The council co-opted Peter Livingstone as a member for Nether Compton and Paul Harris as a member for Trent. Proposed and seconded by Cllrs McBeath and Chick.
b. Reports of water pollution. The problems reported in Nether Compton have been reported to the Environment Agency and the clerk has written to the farmer concerned. See also open forum.
c. Sandford Orcas Manor It was reported that there have been several incidents of loose dogs bothering walkers with dogs, which have been reported to the Dorset Police dog unit. The parish council agrees with Dorset Council that the ditch in East Field is an important flood relief feature for Sandford Orcas and is concerned that it should be maintained in good condition. 
d. Budget for 2023-24 The council resolved that a draft budget should be prepared in December by a committee consisting of Cllrs McBeath, Morgan, Hart and Chick and the clerk. It was agreed that parts and maintenance for parish defibrillators should be included in the budget. It was also agreed that the clerk’s salary should increase as per the NALC pay agreement of November 2nd.
e. DAPTC Working Together proposal The council was not convinced of the need for the document as it appears in the draft and will await developments.
f. Nether Compton Poors Ground The clerk had previously circulated a letter from the trustees of the Poors Ground informing the council of their intention to wind up the charity and pass the land over to the parish council. Cllr Livingstone had met with the trustees and reviewed the trust documents. He advised the council that it would not be deemed acceptable for the land to be handed to the parish council without a payment reflecting the value of the land. In view of the fact that the land comprises a large part of the recreation ground which is an asset to the village, it was agreed that new trustees should be sought so that the parish council can continue to use the land within its budget. Cllr Hart will convene a meeting of the Play Area Committee to discuss the issue. The clerk will write to the trustees.
Financial Matters
a. Financial Report and Payment of Invoices   The Council reviewed expenditure against budget year to date. Invoices approved for payment: Clerk salary £805, HMRC PAYE £0, KM Dike £246.77, Trent Village Hall £12.50 (NP), Queen Thorne Magazine £100
b. Payments made since last meeting approved at the meeting:  PKF Littlejohn, audit, £240.00, KM Dike £246.77, Steve Rose £75, Ernest Cook Trust: Trent Allotments rent £180, Trent Village Hall rent £150. Dorset Planning Consultant (Neighbourhood Plan) £645.48
c. Receipts since last meeting Goundwork UK, Neighbourhood Plan grant, £2,110.00
Dorset Council, precept, £13,125, HMRC VAT refund, £3,302.16, Over with Nether Compton Fete Committee, £500 for play area.
d. Conclusion of audit The auditor has completed their review of the governance and accounting records for 2021-22, with no issues found. 



Planning Matters 
a. DC Planning Applications – Approved or decided by Parish Council
Applications Determined by Dorset Council or awaiting decision

	Name
	Reference/Details
	Status

	Mill House, Sandford Orcas
	P/FUL/2022/05402 Install flat lead roof and doors to the ruins of the old mill to create a garden store, and an adjoining slate roof to create a log store.
	Support

	Pit Lane Farm Penmore Road Sandford Orcas
	P/PAAC/2022/06895, Change of use and conversion of 2 No. agricultural buildings to 1 No. dwelling (Class C3).


	Information only



Applications Determined by Dorset Council or awaiting decision


	Noor Farm, Nether Compton
	P/PAAC/2022/05259 Proposal: Change of Use and conversion of agricultural building to 1 no. dwellinghouse (Use Class C3)
	Information only – no comment required
Prior approval granted 18.10.22

	Mill House Junction At Weathergrove Farm To Junction Shillers Lane Sandford Orcas
	P/FUL/2022/04968 Change of use of garage into a holiday let.
	Support

	Higher Farm Compton Road Over Compton
	P/FUL/2022/03668 Change of use and conversion of barns to form 3 no. dwellings. Erect agricultural building and form access (demolish existing barns)
	No objection, but recommendation that careful consideration is given to the access.

	2 Meadow View Compton Road, Over Compton
	P/HOU/2022/04227 Erect Single Storey Rear Extension
	No objection
Granted 14.10.22

	Lower Farm, The Green Nether Compton
	P/HOU/2022/05027 Installation of ground level solar panels
	No objection
Granted 29.09.22

	Flamberts Rigg Lane Trent
	P/HOU/2022/04727 Alterations to Coach House including internal alterations to existing first floor flat with alterations to the ground floor layout to provide internal staircase access to the first floor & an entrance area, forming a second opening into the garage on the east elevation. Demolition of the timber framed section to the rear (west) to be rebuilt on the same footprint. External repairs including work to chimneys, repointing & minor roof repairs
	Support
Under officer consideration

	Flamberts Rigg Lane Trent
	P/LBC/2022/04489 Internal alterations to create laundry & separate WC. Carry out internal & external works, repairs and conservation works, install stoves with associated flue lining works, chimneypots & install drain.
	Support
Awaiting sign off


	Church Farm Church Farm Access Road Trent
	P/OUT/2021/01823 Erection of 1no. agricultural workers dwelling
	Support
Pending decision


	Fairways 20 Down Lane From Corner House To J Trent
	P/HOU/2021/02428 Erect two storey side extension and single storey rear extension. (Demolish existing side and rear extensions and garage).
	Support
Granted 16.09.22


	Lower Farm, Over Compton
	P/FUL/2021/01334 Conversion & extension of agricultural building to create 1no. dwelling, including change of use of land to create residential curtilage. Erection of car port & boundary wall
	No objection
Pending decision






Dates of Future Meetings: 9 January 2023 in Trent; 6 March in Sandford Orcas: 15 May in Nether Compton, 3 July in Trent, 4 September in Sandford Orcas, 6 November in Nether Compton.

Items for next Meeting: None

The meeting closed at 9.50pm
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