Minutes of a meeting of the Queen Thorne Parish Council held on Monday 5th September 2022 at 7.30pm in Sandford Orcas Village Hall.

[bookmark: _Hlk108507640]Present: Cllr McBeath, Allcard, Biddiscombe, Carter, Hart, Lowe, Symms, Dorset Council Cllr Legg, Trent RoWLO Max Snow, and 5 members of the public.

Apologies - Cllrs Brewer, Chick, Hayton, Morgan, and Kipling 
Declarations of Interests –Cllr Carter – Nether Compton Hall grant application
Minutes: The minutes of the meeting on July 11th were agreed as a true record and signed
Business Items arising from meeting on July 11th 2022
a. Hummer Bridge, repair works and surrounding road repairs, update Temporary traffic lights are still in place.  Cllr Legg reported that the highways department has obtained quotes for the barriers and is due to meet with Network Rail to agree expenditure. 
b. Neighbourhood Plan: Update Max Snow of the NP Committee gave a short report. The survey of businesses in the NP area has been completed, the next committee meeting is scheduled for October 12th and sadly Cllr Hayton has stood down from the committee due to ill health.
c. Tree planting, plans to plant trees on Western Street & maintenance of trees of Gore Lane 
It was reported that a few of the trees on Gore Lane look to be in very poor condition, probably due to the long hot and dry summer. It is hoped that most of them will recover over the autumn and winter. Steve Rose has carried out work to clear around the base of the trees as agreed at the last meeting. The council agreed that ongoing maintenance will be necessary for the next year at least. This will also apply to the proposed trees on Western Street. A flyer for the Queen Thorne Magazine written by Cllr Kipling asking for more tree sponsors was read out. As most of the Trent Councillors and Cllr Chick were not at this meeting, it was decided that this should be deferred until the next meeting. 
d. Rights of Way:
1. Nether Compton: Councillors had been contacted by a resident concerned that the footpath in the field behind the recreation ground does not have an electric fence to separate the path from animals in the field. Cllr Biddiscombe has spoken to the farmer who has no intention of installing a fence which he is not obliged to do. The clerk will notify Dave Ackerley but does not expect any action to be taken. There have also been incidents when the animals have got through the hedge onto the playing field.
2. Over Compton It was reported that during the building works at Over Compton Manor the potholes on the drive have been filled in.
e. Allotments:  Cllr Biddiscombe intends to order a skip in the coming days. This was agreed at the last meeting. 
f. Drain clearing and side verging programme The council agreed a quote from Dorset Council for £6670 for Part A of the Sandford Orcas and Trent rolling works programme, as negotiated by Cllr Lowe.
g. Nether Compton Recreation Ground: Having failed to turn up last week, EDF is due to install a smart meter on the 14th. Cllr Hart reported a problem of dogs roaming across the recreation ground and entering adjacent gardens. It was noted that the responsibility lies with the dog owners.
h. Wessex Internet connection for Sandford Orcas Cllr Lowe is encouraging villagers to express interest in applying for a grant on the Wessex Internet website. Cllr Legg reported that there is new funding for hard to reach properties.
i. Defibrillators – national register It has been confirmed that the Trent, Nether Compton and Sandford Orcas machines are on the national register.
j. Safe guarding of important documents The clerk reported that documents from many local associations and societies can be deposited at Dorset History Centre. Queen Thorne Parish Council documents up to 1980 are stored there. The clerk will sort through the records she holds with a view to depositing older items at the centre.




Open Forum

Paul Harris requested that if the council decides to plant more trees, they should be up Western Street as was envisaged by the late Harry Harris. Max Snow expressed concerns about the sleeper wall at Granary Orchard, Trent. He was advised to report this to Dorset Highways through the website, which he agreed to do. Cllr Legg reported that Dorset Council has written to the owners of Sandford Orcas Manor about the fence that has been removed above the ditch at East Field. The parish council is concerned about the ongoing maintenance of the ditch which must be kept clear in order to prevent flooding. Currently there is no agreement on where the responsibility lies. Cllr Legg noted that land drainage assets can no longer be viewed on the Dorset Council website.

New Business
a. The parish council’s response to the decline of wildlife and habitat pressures in Queen Thorne –The council was pleased to hear of the success of the first meeting of the Queen Thorne Nature Watch Group which took place in Sandford Orcas Village Hall and was well attended. The aim of the group is to protect and promote biodiversity in Queen Thorne. The structure of the group will be decided at their next meeting in October. The parish council supports the aims of the group. It was decided to extend the council’s climate emergency declaration. The council therefore agreed to declare a climate and biodiversity emergency which will be taken into account in future decisions and actions of the council. On the day of the meeting the council had received an email from a resident of Nether Compton concerning ongoing pollution from a local farm entering a watercourse. The council decided to report the matter to the Environment Agency without delay and write to the farm concerned.  


Financial Matters
a. Financial Report and Payment of Invoices   The Council reviewed expenditure against budget year to date. Invoices approved for payment: Clerk salary £805, HMRC PAYE £0, KM Dike £246.77, Playsafety £288.00, Trent PCC £1000, Sandford Orcas £1000, Over and Nether Compton PCC £2000, Sandford Orcas Village Hall £25l, Sarah Hitche (CRAC) £300,  Petty cash £100. 
Payments made since last meeting approved at the meeting:  Trent Memorial Hall £445 (CIL £400, hall hire £45), Steve Rose £430,  Water2business £133.03



Planning Matters 
a. DC Planning Applications – Approved or decided by Parish Council


Applications Determined by Dorset Council or awaiting decision

	Name
	Reference/Details
	Status

	Noor Farm, Nether Compton
	P/PAAC/2022/05259 Proposal: Change of Use and conversion of agricultural building to 1 no. dwellinghouse (Use Class C3)
	Information only – no comment required

	Mill House Junction At Weathergrove Farm To Junction Shillers Lane Sandford Orcas
	P/FUL/2022/04968 Change of use of garage into a holiday let.
	Support

	Higher Farm Compton Road Over Compton
	P/FUL/2022/03668 Change of use and conversion of barns to form 3 no. dwellings. Erect agricultural building and form access (demolish existing barns)
	No objection, but recommendation that careful consideration is given to the access.

	2 Meadow View Compton Road, Over Compton
	P/HOU/2022/04227 Erect Single Storey Rear Extension
	No objection

	Lower Farm, The Green Nether Compton
	P/HOU/2022/05027 Installation of ground level solar panels
	No objection

	Flamberts Rigg Lane Trent
	P/HOU/2022/04727 Alterations to Coach House including internal alterations to existing first floor flat with alterations to the ground floor layout to provide internal staircase access to the first floor & an entrance area, forming a second opening into the garage on the east elevation. Demolition of the timber framed section to the rear (west) to be rebuilt on the same footprint. External repairs including work to chimneys, repointing & minor roof repairs
	Support

	Flamberts Rigg Lane Trent
	P/LBC/2022/04489 Internal alterations to create laundry & separate WC. Carry out internal & external works, repairs and conservation works, install stoves with associated flue lining works, chimneypots & install drain.
	Support


	East Cottage Hummer Road Hummer
	P/HOU/2022/04336 Erect Garden Room
	No objection
Granted 26.08.22





Applications Determined by Dorset Council or awaiting decision
	The Barton, The Green, Nether Compton
	P/HOU/2022/03602 Erect single storey extension with flat roof link to existing garage. Installation of 2no, lantern lights within existing flat roof.
	No objection
Granted 03.08.22

	Hill Cottage Compton Road Junction The Green To Junction Harts Lane, Nether Compton
	P/HOU/2022/02975 Widening of existing driveway, erection of garage and office.
	No objection
Granted 11.07.22

	Manor House Compton Road Over Compton 
	P/HOU/2022/03241 Erect extension and alterations to outbuilding (potting shed). Alterations to fenestration on main house & installation of a flue.
	No objection
Granted 10.08.22

	Griffon Lodge Compton Road
	P/HOU/2021/04551 Erect extension and alterations to outbuilding (potting shed). Alterations to fenestration on main house & installation of a flue.
	No objection
Granted 27.07.22

	Wessex Water Compton Reservoir Babylon Hill Sherborne
	P/FUL/2022/01407 Provision of a diverging & merging taper lane to west & east of existing site entrance, to improve driver safety. Works include removal & coppicing of trees, regrading of embankment & resurfacing of the widened carriageway
	No objection
Granted 08.07.22

	Land and buildings at Lower Farm Western Street Over Compton
	P/FUL/2022/01402 Erect agricultural building
	No objection
Granted 17.08.22

	Church Farm Church Farm Access Road Trent
	P/OUT/2021/01823 Erection of 1no. agricultural workers dwelling
	Support
Pending decision


	Fairways 20 Down Lane From Corner House To J Trent
	P/HOU/2021/02428 Erect two storey side extension and single storey rear extension. (Demolish existing side and rear extensions and garage).
	Support
Pending decision


	Lower Farm, Over Compton
	P/FUL/2021/01334 Conversion & extension of agricultural building to create 1no. dwelling, including change of use of land to create residential curtilage. Erection of car port & boundary wall
	No objection
Pending decision








Dates of Future Meetings: 14 November 2022: Nether Compton, 9 January 2023: Trent; 6 March 2023: Sandford Orcas.

Items for next Meeting: Allotments, Budget 2023-24

The meeting closed at 9.05pm
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