Minutes of the AGM of the Queen Thorne Parish Council held on Monday 15th May 2023 at 7.30pm in Nether Compton Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs McBeath, Biddiscombe, Carter, Chick, Harris, Hart, Kipling, Livingstone, Lowe, Morgan, Symms, Trent RoWLO Max Snow and several members of the public.

Apologies:  Cllr Legg
Election of chairman and Chairman’s Statement:  Cllr McBeath was re-elected as Chairman of the Council, proposed by Cllr Carter, and unanimously agreed by all present. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked for brevity.
Election of vice chairman: Cllr Chick was re-elected as Vice Chairman of the Council, proposed by Cllr Harris, and unanimously agreed by all present. 
Declarations of Interests: Cllr Symms – Batsons Farm Prior Approval Application, Cllr Hart – Poors Ground Trust,
Co-option of new members for Sandford Orcas and Nether Compton: The council observed a minute’s silence in memory of Harry Brewer.
Alex Ferris and Paul Phillipson introduced themselves and briefly explained why they would like to join the council for Sandford Orcas and, after a vote, Paul Phillipson was co-opted. Cllr McBeath thanked Mrs Ferris for standing. 
Nobody has come forward for Nether Compton but Cllr Chick may know someone who will.
Planning Representatives: The following councillors agreed to act – Nether Compton: Cllr Hart, Over Compton: Cllr Livingstone, Sandford Orcas: Cllrs Phillipson with McBeath and Lowe, Trent:, All Trent Councillors. 
Village Hall Representatives: The following councillors agreed to act –Sandford Orcas: Cllr McBeath, Nether Compton: Cllr Carter, Trent: Cllr Morgan.
Other Representatives: Nether Compton Recreation Ground/Play Area: Cllr Hart, Trent Allotments: Cllr Kipling, NC Allotments: Cllr Biddiscombe.
Minutes: The minutes of the meeting on March 6th were agreed as a true record and signed
Business Items arising from meeting on March 6th 2023
a. Tree planting on Western Street, update Ten fastigiate hornbeams were planting going up the hill from Trent Bridge. Donations amounting to £1750 were collected. The total cost of the trees and planting was £1406, This means there is £343 remaining for future planting or possibly maintenance of the trees already planted. Cllr McBeath thanked Cllr Kipling for all his hard work.
b. Nether Compton Recreation Ground: Poor’s Ground Trust The outgoing trustees have resigned and four new trustees have been appointed, including Cllr Hart. The land will be transferred to a government body which will hold it in perpetuity. The original trust papers have been found and will most likely be deposited at the Dorset History Society.
c. HGVs in Sandford Orcas After an enquiry from Chris Loder on behalf of the parish council, the Minister for Transport has said there is no plan to mandate the use of HGV specific sat nav systems. Cllrs Lowe and McBeath intend to attend one of Chris Loder’s surgeries to discuss the matter.
d. Allotments The Trent allotments are fully occupied. The rubbish left by a former plot holder has been cleared by Steve Rose for £240. The council agreed that Cllr Biddiscombe should order a skip for the clearance of rubbish at the Nether Compton allotments.

Open Forum

Hummer Bridge Several people asked when the work at Hummer Bridge will be completed and voiced their concerns about the temporary traffic lights. The lights are often not working, meaning that people are going through red lights. This has already resulted in two collisions. Cllr McBeath suggested that they write to the parish council and the clerk will pass the letters on to Dorset Council.
Batsons Farm, erection of an agricultural building Cllr Symms left the room. Several residents of Adber Cross expressed their great disappointment at the siting of a very large agricultural storage building approximately 200 meters from their houses which is being built as permitted development. As well as the visual impact they are worried about noise, light and possible health implications from the open storage of animal feeds. They will write to Chris Loder and Dorset Council via the parish council.
Skylarks in Sandford Orcas Kim Creswell of The Queen Thorne Nature Watch Group told the meeting that the group has done a survey of nesting skylarks in Middle Field and one other, following the ploughing of a colony of the birds in 2020. There are now only a few nesting birds. The NWG has written to the landowner and farm manager to ask that the land be managed so as to protect those birds. Kim asked the parish council to write to the land manager and also to issue a statement about its biodiversity. The council will discuss this at the next meeting.
Mill House, Sandford Orcas Cllr Phillipson left the room. Mrs Phillipson told the council about the planning application P/FUL/2022/04968 Change of use of garage into a holiday let. The planning officer is unwilling to approve the application because of the very rare chance of a flood which could pose a risk. The application may be called in.
New Business
a. Neighbourhood Plan – Of the £2011 grant received last year, £313 was unspent. The clerk has repaid this to Groundwork UK. Max Snow reported that the grant application this year will be for a much larger sum between eight and twelve thousand pounds. This will cover possible expenditure on an environmental assessment. The next meeting of the NP Committee will be on the 7th of June.
b. S137 donations 2022-23 The council decided to defer the decision until later in the year.
c. Road closures Cllr McBeath reported that he had been unable to get through to Openreach about the planned closure of Dark and Penmore Lanes. Cllr Lowe agreed to take this up.
Financial Matters
a. Risk Assessment and Assets The risk assessment and list of assets were approved
b. Insurance The council agreed the insurance renewal quote which is year 3 of a 3 year agreement
c. Internal Audit The Clerk reported that the internal audit had been carried out by Mr Daniel Baker and the annual review completed with no issues. The council reviewed and approved it
d. The Annual Governance Statement was considered, approved and signed.
e. The Annual Accounting Statement 2022-23 was considered, approved and signed
f.  Financial Report and Payment of Invoices   The Council reviewed expenditure against budget year to date. Invoices approved for payment: Clerk salary £865.67, HMRC PAYE £0, KM Dike £250.46, Ernest Cook Trust £ 180.00, BHIB Insurance £759.85, DAPTC £365.92 
Payments made since last meeting approved at the meeting:  Trent VH £45, Dorset Council £8004, QT Landscapes £676.32 ; Steve Rose £240 – Trent Allotments, £130 Sandford Orcas road outside church, Fingerposts work £75; Groundwork: Neighbourhood Plan grant repayment £313.30
Receipts since last meeting: Nether Compton duck race £1885, Precept £13,848.50
Planning Matters 
a. DC Planning Applications – Approved or decided by Parish Council
	Name
	Reference/Details
	Status

	Agincourt, Sandford Orcas Sherborne
	P/HOU/2023/02014 Erect single storey rear extension
	Support

	Griffon Lodge Compton Road Over Compton
	P/VOC/2023/02348 Erect extension and alterations to outbuilding (potting shed). Alterations to fenestration on main house & installation of a flue (with variation of condition 2 of planning permission P/HOU/2021/04551 to amend approved plans)
	No objection

	Rosedown Farm, Penmore Road Sandford Orcas
	P/VOC/2023/01757 Erect extension to warehouse and form parking areas. Create a holding wildlife pond. (with variation of condition 2 of planning permission P/FUL/2022/06821 to amend approved plans)
	No objection

	Sheriffs Lodge, Nether Compton
	P/CLP/2023/02088 The provision of twin unit mobile home (not operational development) within the garden of the lawful dwellinghouse for use as additional accommodation by a family member as part of one household (not a material change of use).
	Certificate of Lawful Use Proposed
Information only
Cllr Hart informing neighbours
Cllr Biddiscombe, who has a registered interest, had left the meeting prior to the planning item. 

	Land & buildings at Church Farm Trent
	P/RES/2023/01938 Erection of 1no. agricultural workers dwelling (reserved matters application to determine access, appearance, landscaping, layout & scale following the grant of outline planning permission P/OUT/2021/01823)
	No objection




Applications Determined by Dorset Council or awaiting decision

	814/815 Sandford Orcas Sherborne
	P/FUL/2022/07834 Erect extension, replacement garage and new garage
	No objection
Granted 27.03.23

	20 Down Lane Trent
	P/HOU/2023/00710 Erect 2 storey side extension & rear single storey extension, (demolish existing side extension, lean-to & garage).
	Support
Granted 20.03.23

	Sevengates Western Street Over Compton
	P/FUL/2022/00437 (Amendment to Planning Permission WD/D/17/001001 already built, to amend the garage to be integral rather than external).
	Appeal APP/D1265/W/22/3313240
Appeal dismissed

	High Pavement, Down Lane, Trent
	P/HOU/2021/05420 Erection of 1 No. one and a half and 1 No. single storey side extensions , alteration of rear two storey extension, erection of garden walls, erect replacement garage (demolish existing garage and shed), relocate greenhouse.
	Appeal APP/D1265/W/22/3301326

	[bookmark: _Hlk119488932]Rosedown Farm Penmore Road Sandford Orcas
	P/FUL/2022/06821 Erect extension to warehouse and form parking areas. Create a holding wildlife pond.
	No objection, subject to security lighting being not too bright.
Granted 03.03.23

	Batsons Farm Adber
	P/PABA/2022/07922 Erect agricultural storage building
	Prior Approval - Building for Agricultural/Forestry Use
Information only
Prior Approval not required

	Mill House Junction At Weathergrove Farm To Junction Shillers Lane Sandford Orcas
	P/FUL/2022/04968 Change of use of garage into a holiday let.
	Support
Pending decision

	Higher Farm Compton Road Over Compton
	P/FUL/2022/03668 Change of use and conversion of barns to form 3 no. dwellings. Erect agricultural building and form access (demolish existing barns)
	No objection, but recommendation that careful consideration is given to the access.
Pending decision

	Higher Farm Compton Road Over Compton
	P/FUL/2022/03668 Change of use and conversion of barns to form 3 no. dwellings. Erect agricultural building and form access (demolish existing barns)
	No objection, but recommendation that careful consideration is given to the access.
Pending decision

	Church Farm Church Farm Access Road Trent
	P/OUT/2021/01823 Erection of 1no. agricultural workers dwelling
	Support
Granted 09.02.23


	Lower Farm, Over Compton
	P/FUL/2021/01334 Conversion & extension of agricultural building to create 1no. dwelling, including change of use of land to create residential curtilage. Erection of car port & boundary wall
	No objection
Pending decision






Dates of Future Meetings 2023: 3 July in Trent, 4 September in Sandford Orcas, 6 November in Nether Compton.
Items for next Meeting: Poors Trust rent, Over Compton gully, standing orders review
The meeting closed at 10pm

2
