Minutes of a meeting of the Queen Thorne Parish Council held on Monday 9th January 2023 at 7.30pm in Trent Village Hall.

[bookmark: _Hlk108507640]Present: Cllrs Chick (chair), Biddiscombe, Kipling, Hart, Livingstone, Lowe, Morgan, Symms, Dorset Council Cllr Legg, Trent RoWLO Max Snow, Castleton RoWLO Jim Hart and 2 members of the public.

Apologies - Cllrs Allcard, Carter and McBeath
Chairman’s announcements 
Declarations of Interests – None
Minutes: The minutes of the meeting on 14th November were agreed as a true record and signed
Business Items arising from meeting on November 14th 2022
a. Tree planting, plans to plant trees on Western Street The council agreed to a quotation from Ashridge Nurseries for 10 fastigiate hornbeams. The trees will be ordered and Cllrs Kipling and Chick will liaise with landowners on either side of Western Street to agree planting spaces. £850 tree sponsorship has been collected and it is hoped that more will come to cover planting and possibly maintenance costs. Cllr Lowe told the council about Forestry Commission grant schemes. The council also agreed that one of the trees on Gore Lane planted under overhead wires should be moved to replace the tree that has died. 
b. Rights of Way:
1. Holway Woods: The chairman invited Jim Hart to explain the situation to the meeting. The barrier that has been placed across a path is on Sherborne Castle Estates land and there is no public right of way. Local people have walked the path unhindered in the past, using it to connect the Monarch’s Way with the paths on the Dorset Wildlife Trust land.  Mr Hart described the process whereby a right of way can be claimed through implied dedication. The clerk will inform Kim Creswell and the matter will be discussed at the next meeting.
2. Trent Max Snow told the council of two DMMO applications for ORPAs to become BOATs made by Sarah Bucks. T742 and T743 are at Mount Hunger and Thorney Lane. The clerk will write to Dorset Council in support of the applications.
c. Poors Ground:  The council has been advised that the current trustees intend to call a meeting shortly at which they will all step down. It is hoped that new trustees can be appointed at the meeting. 
d. Environment updates:  Water pollution, Nature Watch Group: Following reports of pollution in a Sandford Orcas stream, Cllr Legg had received an email from the Environment Agency to say that they had responded to the report but found that on the land in question there were no obvious signs of inappropriate practices or sources of pollution.  The catchment is scheduled for further scrutiny with farm inspections in the coming months.“  

Open Forum
Mr Tim Rutter told the council that he believed all farms in Dorset and Somerset are being inspected by the Environment Agency with regard to water pollution and nitrogen levels.

New Business
a. HGVs in Sandford Orcas, proposal to put up new signs There have been repeated problems with HGVs, bound for Perrys Recycling, driving into Sandford Orcas and getting stuck. It was agreed that Cllr Lowe will contact Perrys to ask them to provide signs for the junction of Dark Lane and Penmore Road. When this has been agreed the clerk will write to Paul Thatcher to ask for permission.
b. Collapsed drain on New Road Nether Compton (bottom of Over Compton Hill by Glebe Farm) It was agreed that the clerk will ask Paul Thatcher for an update.
c. Western Street repairs to road surface The repairs are scheduled for this month.
d. Branches overhanging Great Pit Lane The clerk will contact the landowner if the situation has not been resolved.
e. Councillor attendance The clerk reminded the meeting that any councillor not attending meetings for a period of 6 consecutive months, would cease to be a member. As this is now the case with Harry Brewer, who has been in declining health, the clerk will write and thank him for his service to the council.
f. A30/Kit Hill roadworks Cllr Legg reported that the A30 junction roadworks are due to be completed by mid-February. There is no sign of the property owner at Kit Hill getting the wall repaired. 
g. Hummer Bridge, progress report Works to install the permanent safety barrier are due to start in February. Since the meeting this has been delayed.
h. Road traffic safety on the A30 near Marl Lane The council had been sent the report of the fatal accident in December. It was agreed that the clerk should write to Dorset Highways to request measures to increase safety on the road and for a contingency plan to be put in place for when the road has to be closed. Diverting traffic up Compton Road caused severe congestion and delays in December.
i. Fingerposts, repairs Clive Yendole has informed the clerk that he wants to handover the care of the parish fingerposts. The council agreed to try and find a new volunteer.
j. Hedges and verges – maintenance Cllrs Morgan and Harris reported that a section of verge is missing from the Dorset Council rural verge cutting scheme. The clerk will write to Giles Nicholson to ask for it to be added to the network.
k. Postal collections in villages Cllr Legg commented that some parishes are unhappy about the change in collection times to 9am. Dorset Council was not consulted.
l. Litter from McDonald’s Cllr Chick had collected a sack full of used packaging from his field entrances on Compton Road. On speaking to the McDonald’s branch manager about it he was told that litter pickers are limited to a small area around the site. The clerk will write and request that litter pickers are sent up Compton Road and on to Nether Compton and Trent, where McDonald’s litter is also a problem. 
Financial Matters
a. Financial Report and Payment of Invoices   The Council reviewed expenditure against budget year to date. Invoices approved for payment: Clerk salary £1101.09 (includes back pay of wage increase to April 2022), HMRC PAYE £0, HCI Data £102, Trent Village Hall £90, Over and Nether Compton Hall £25
b. Payments made since last meeting approved at the meeting:  KM Dike £246.77, Steve Rose £50, Dorset Planning Consultant (Neighbourhood Plan) £645.48
c. Budget and precept 2023-24 The council agreed a draft budget of £32,648. It was felt that costs are likely to increase with inflation and therefore it was decided to increase the precept request to £27,697. This will represent a 5% increase for households, which would be £2.42 for a Band D property.



Planning Matters 
a. DC Planning Applications – Approved or decided by Parish Council
Applications Determined by Dorset Council or awaiting decision

	Name
	Reference/Details
	Status

	Rosedown Farm Penmore Road Sandford Orcas
	P/FUL/2022/06821 Erect extension to warehouse and form parking areas. Create a holding wildlife pond.
	No objection, subject to the security lighting being made less visible/bright in the surrounding area.

	Two Trees Compton Road Over Compton
	P/HOU/2022/07835 Erect Double-storey extension and alterations
	Support

	Batsons Farm Adber
	P/PABA/2022/07922 Erect agricultural storage building
	Prior Approval - Building for Agricultural/Forestry Use
Information only



Applications Determined by Dorset Council or awaiting decision


	Mill House, Sandford Orcas
	P/FUL/2022/05402 Install flat lead roof and doors to the ruins of the old mill to create a garden store, and an adjoining slate roof to create a log store.
	Support
Pending decision

	Pit Lane Farm Penmore Road Sandford Orcas
	P/PAAC/2022/06895, Change of use and conversion of 2 No. agricultural buildings to 1 No. dwelling (Class C3).


	Information only

	Mill House Junction At Weathergrove Farm To Junction Shillers Lane Sandford Orcas
	P/FUL/2022/04968 Change of use of garage into a holiday let.
	Support
Pending decision

	Higher Farm Compton Road Over Compton
	P/FUL/2022/03668 Change of use and conversion of barns to form 3 no. dwellings. Erect agricultural building and form access (demolish existing barns)
	No objection, but recommendation that careful consideration is given to the access.

	Flamberts Rigg Lane Trent
	P/HOU/2022/04727 Alterations to Coach House including internal alterations to existing first floor flat with alterations to the ground floor layout to provide internal staircase access to the first floor & an entrance area, forming a second opening into the garage on the east elevation. Demolition of the timber framed section to the rear (west) to be rebuilt on the same footprint. External repairs including work to chimneys, repointing & minor roof repairs
	Support
Granted 12.12.22

	Flamberts Rigg Lane Trent
	P/LBC/2022/04489 Internal alterations to create laundry & separate WC. Carry out internal & external works, repairs and conservation works, install stoves with associated flue lining works, chimneypots & install drain.
	Support
Granted 14.11.22


	Church Farm Church Farm Access Road Trent
	P/OUT/2021/01823 Erection of 1no. agricultural workers dwelling
	Support
Pending decision


	Lower Farm, Over Compton
	P/FUL/2021/01334 Conversion & extension of agricultural building to create 1no. dwelling, including change of use of land to create residential curtilage. Erection of car port & boundary wall
	No objection
Pending decision






Dates of Future Meetings: 6 March in Sandford Orcas: 15 May in Nether Compton, 3 July in Trent, 4 September in Sandford Orcas, 6 November in Nether Compton.

Items for next Meeting: Carpark at Trent allotments; nuisance 4 x 4 vehicles 

The meeting closed at 9.45pm
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