Minutes of a meeting of the Queen Thorne Parish Council held on Monday 4th November 2019 at Sandford Orcas Village Hall

Present: Cllrs McBeath, Allcard, Carter, Chick, Harris, Hayton, Kipling, Lowe, Street, Yendole and 3 members of the public.

1. Apologies Cllrs Dodd, Biddiscombe
2. Chairman’s Statement The Chairman welcomed the members of the public to the meeting.
3. Declarations of Interests Cllr Yendole declared an interest in item 5c – tree surgery.
4. The Minutes The minutes of a meeting held on 2 September 2019 were accepted as a true record and signed.

5. Business Items arising from meeting on September 2nd 2019
a. Neighbourhood Plans The Council discussed the recent presentation on NPs by Jo Witherden, a Dorset planning consultant. It was agreed that she should be engaged to guide QT through the process of creating a NP. The Clerk will convey this and invite her to an initial meeting, to be arranged once a working committee has been established. Committee members for Sandford Orcas and the Comptons are still being sought. It is hoped that the members of the committee will be confirmed by the January PC meeting.
b. CIL funding: Sandford Orcas: The PCC is going through the processes of obtaining permission to floodlight the church tower. Dorset Council Planning and Environmental Health departments have confirmed that they do not need to be involved at this stage. Nether Compton: The Council agreed to use more of their fund for the defibrillator cabinet and phone box.
c. Nether Compton Recreation Ground The trees along the edge of the ground have been reduced and one diseased ash tree removed. Council approved the work and fee of £480. Cllr Yendole absented himself from the meeting room for this item.
d. Drains and gullies Trent Councillors have met with Paul Thatcher from Dorset Highways to discuss the necessary work. The Council agreed to use its remaining £6,500 highways budget to pay Dorset Council for all the required side verging and drain and gully clearing in Trent and Sandford Orcas. The Clerk will liaise with the Highways Department.
e. Defibrillator/phone box in Nether Compton: Following a spate of robberies it was agreed to pay £260 for a secure cabinet for the defibrillator. The Council also agreed to spend £276 for new glass panels and up to £300 for sand blasting the paint work on the phone box. The money will come from CIL funds. The Council thanked Cllr Yendole once again for his hard work’.
f. Old School House: Cllr McBeath has been in contact with the owner about repairs and maintenance to be carried out on the house and garden, as agreed with Dorset Council. 
g. Traffic speed/ horse riding Marston Road: Following a meeting with Sir Oliver Letwin, Dorset Highways and the Clerk it was agreed to paint new SLOW signs on the highway.
h. Registration of Sandford Orcas Village Hall This has now been completed at the Land Registry and a possessory title granted. Battens had advised that it might be appropriate to take out indemnity insurance, as the PC does not have absolute title. However, it was decided that there is very little risk of anyone challenging the ownership of the hall and therefore the cost of an insurance policy is not warranted. It may be possible to apply for absolute title in future.
i. Hedge Cutting in Sandford Orcas Since highlighting this in the QT magazine several hedges have been cut. The overgrown, silted stream has also been cleared. Another notice will be put in the next QT Magazine asking residents to maintain roadside hedges and clear drains close to their own properties.

Open Forum
Mr John Bailey from Sandford Orcas had encountered a person on a scrambling bike in the woods above the village. Having been told that the land was a nature reserve, the rider agreed not to ride there again. Mr Bailey also informed the police and Dorset Wildlife Trust.


6. New Business
a. Grant Request from Trent Village Hall Councillors had previously been sent the request including a copy of the invoice for the refurbishment works carried out. It was agreed to donate £1000 in line with financial regulations.
b. Problem of scrambling bike activity in Sandford Orcas – see open forum
c. To consider declaring a QTPC Climate Change Emergency/strategy for action The Council voted to follow Dorset Council and many other parish councils by declaring a climate emergency. Councillors will attend the upcoming Dorset Council seminar on this topic and report back at the next meeting. Cllrs are keen to implement plans for tree and hedge planting, once a government decision has been made on funding.
d. Dorset Council Town & Parish Climate Emergency Advice Seminar – see above item
e. Update on finger post restoration Cllr Yendole has now completed the restoration of the derelict post at Holway Hill. He now has 3 more posts in Trent to renovate. He requested that the hedges should first be cut around 2 of these.
f. Dorset Council Voluntary and Community Sector grants policy The Council agreed to publicise the consultation on this policy in the QT Magazine, Conduit and Sherborne Times. Cllr McBeath will request a briefing from Artsreach.

7. Financial Matters:
a. Financial Report and Payment of Invoices   The Council reviewed the financial report year to date and approved invoices for payment: Clerk salary (Oct/Nov) £744.54, PAYE £22.12, KM Dike £237.22, QT Magazine £100, Sandford Orcas VH £50, Ian James £480, Trent Village Hall £1000, A. Yendole £243.24, Battens £1016.
b. Receipts Dorset Council: £10.500
c. Payments made since last meeting: Already agreed or approved at the meeting – SOVH £1000, Sherborne Turf £118.80, PKF Littlejohn, KM Dike £355.42, Steve Rose £75.
d. Conclusion of Audit Report The audit of accounts for 2018-19 has been concluded with no issues raised. Documents are on the website and further details can be obtained from the Clerk.
e. Next year’s budget The Council agreed that a committee should meet to draft a budget before the next meeting.

8 Correspondence:  Email requesting provision of a new bench to replace the old one which has become rotten. The Clerk will look into possible options.

9  Planning Matters; 
DC Planning Applications – Approved or decided by Parish Council
	Name
	Reference/Details
	Status

	Former Worldwide Butterflies, Over Compton
	WD/D/19/002187 | Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of 1.no dwelling
	No objection

	Removal of Sandford Orcas public payphone
	WD/D/19/002394 | Notification of intention to remove 68 public payphones (Sandford Orcas)
	Objection 

	Church Farm, Trent
	WD/D/19/002191 | Construction of a replacement agricultural dairy complex
	Support

	Middle House, The Folly, Nether Compton
	WD/D/19/001539/40 | Internal and external alterations to include the removal of outbuilding and single storey rear extension and erection of two storey and single storey extensions
	No objection

	Bucklers Farm, The Folly, Nether Compton
	WD/D/19/002016, Convert stables to No.1 dwelling
	No objection









DC Planning Applications – Decided or awaiting decision by WDDC
	Name
	Reference/Details
	Status

	Patson Hill Farm, Patson Hill, Trent
	WD/D/19/001248 Remedial works to outbuilding
	No objection

	Little PAX, Pax Barn, Trent
	WD/D/19/001517 | Erect extensions, roof alterations and erect double garage
	Objection


	Aldouron, Nether Compton
	WD/D/19/001815 | Alterations & extension to modernize existing dwelling, including replacement of asbestos roof
	No objection

	Patson Hill Farm, Patson Hill, Trent
	WD/D/19/001248 Remedial works to outbuilding
	No objection

	[bookmark: _GoBack]
	
	



SSDC
Primrose Lane, Mudford, 14/02554/OUT and 15/03942/FUL
Following the recent meeting at SSDC which approved the application, the Parish Council agreed to write to MHLG in support of the letter from Sir Oliver Letwin requesting a calling in of the applications. The Council agreed that it will also continue to object to the application in tandem with the new MP after the election. Cllr McBeath offered to contact the main candidates in that regard.

The Council asked the Clerk to write to Sir Oliver Letwin the outgoing MP to thank him for all his hard work on behalf of Queen Thorne throughout his time in office. 

15  Dates of Future Meetings

2020 
6 January -Nether Compton 
2 March - Trent
4 May – Sandford Orcas
6 July – Nether Compton
7 September – Nether Compton
2 November

16  Items for next Meeting: None

The meeting closed at 9.30` pm
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