Minutes of a meeting of the Queen Thorne Parish Council held on Monday 11th July 2022 at 7.30pm in Trent Village Hall.

[bookmark: _Hlk108507640]Present: Cllrs Chick (in the chair), Brewer, Carter, Hart, Lowe, Hayton, Morgan, Symms Dorset Council Cllr Legg, Trent RoWLO Max Snow, Peter Livingstone and 4 members of the public.

Apologies - Cllrs McBeath Allcard, Biddiscombe, and Kipling 
Declarations of Interests –Cllr Carter – Nether Compton Hall grant application
Minutes: The minutes of the meeting on May 7th were agreed as a true record and signed
Business Items arising from meeting on May 9th 2022
a. Hummer Bridge, repair works and surrounding road repairs, update Temporary traffic lights are in place and traffic is flowing well.  Cllr Legg reported that the highways department has recently met with Network Rail. Highways will produce design specifications for the permanent barriers and submit to Network Rail. 
b. Neighbourhood Plan: Update Max Snow of the NP Committee gave details of a proposed grant application for around £2,500. The council agreed that the clerk should submit the application from the council.
c. Tree planting, plans to plant trees on Western Street & maintenance of trees of Gore Lane
As Cllr Kipling was not at the meeting, no definite plans were made. The council felt that given the planting area and future maintenance costs, it might be reasonable to limit this scheme to 20 trees, and to consider planting bigger specimens.
Gore Lane: It was reported that one of the trees had been inadvertently destroyed when the verge was cut. The council agreed to a quote from Steve Rose to clear around the base of each tree about 24cms/12” by hand all grass/wild plants etc, and also to clear the area from WDDC recent work back to the Hedge to 12cms/6” height 24cms/12” either side of the trees with a strimmer. The total price quoted is £430. This was less than the other quote received. Cllr Hayton will also make enquires about watering the trees during the current dry spell.

d. Rights of Way:
1. Over Compton track The clerk has ascertained that there had been a misunderstanding with the Dorset Ranger about the location of the degraded area. Details clarifying the situation have been sent along with photos taken by Cllr Carter.
2. DMMO application Pink Knoll Hollow, Sandford Orcas The application has now been registered by Dorset Council.
e. Queen’s Platinum Jubilee The council has donated £250 each to Sandford Orcas and Trent and paid for the commemoration bench for the Comptons. The Comptons may also apply for the remainder of the agreed grant.
f. Allotments:  Cllr Biddiscombe has obtained a quote for a 6 yard skip to be on site for 6 weeks. The council agreed to pay the cost with the recommendation that community clearing days should be arranged.
g. Drain clearing and side verging programme The council agreed a quote from Dorset Council for £6670 for Part A of the Sandford Orcas and Trent rolling works programme, as negotiated by Cllr Lowe.
h. Nether Compton Recreation Ground: The electricity supply has been switched to EDF. The clerk will now arrange for a smart meter to be installed.
i. Dorset Council Planning Department response to application P/HOU/2022/00816 at Little Pax, Trent Cllr Legg stated that the refusal of the planning department to send the application to committee despite all the arguments put forward by himself, neighbours and the parish council was another example of the planning department not listening to what they are being told. The lack of any effective enforcement or interest in community opinions is extremely concerning. Chris Loder has already gathered evidence of multiple cases, but it is not yet clear what he will do with this.



Open Forum

Kim Creswell read out a detailed report she has compiled, entitled “Habitat pressures and species loss around Moorway Lane, Sandford Orcas”. The council agreed to put her suggestion for a “Nature watch” subcommittee on the next agenda. Kim gave each councillor a copy of her report including links to further reading. 

New Business
a. Trent Play Area –The council agreed to pay for the annual safety inspection of the play area and decided that it should be done by RoSPA.
b. CIL Report: income and expenditure The clerk went through the previously circulated report. Payment to Nether Compton Hall approved at the last meeting to be paid at this meeting. It was also decided to pay £400 of the Trent CIL money towards the new projector in the village hall as requested by the Village Hall Committee.
c. Nether Compton Village Hall, refurbishment stage 2, grant application The council agreed to donate £1000 as per its village hall policy.
d. Wessex Internet connection for Sandford Orcas Cllr Lowe is waiting for a proposal from the company to present to villagers. 
e. Village maps Cllr Legg explained that all house names can be seen by choosing the OS layer on Dorset Explorer.
f. Damage to Sandford Orcas Village Hall handrail Dorset Highways are organizing the repairs. No action needed from the parish council.
g. Defibrillators – national register The clerk will enquire whether the Trent machine is on the national register and Cllr Lowe will do the same in Sandford Orcas.
h. Pump House, Stallen, update Thanks to local volunteers the pump house will be repaired at no cost.
i. Fly tipping The tipped material in Nether Compton has now been removed.
j. Nether Compton playing field Cllr Hart asked again if the council has any objection to the idea of using the field as a recreation/play area for the community rather than a football pitch. The council agreed that it would not object.
k. Safe guarding of important documents Cllr Lowe raised the question of where important village documents might be stored in the long term to avoid them being mislaid. The clerk will look into which documents can be deposited at Dorset History Centre.
l. Trent representatives, planning and village hall Planning Reps: Cllrs Hayton and Kipling, Village Hall: Cllr Morgan

Financial Matters
a. Financial Report and Payment of Invoices   The Council reviewed expenditure against budget year to date. Invoices approved for payment: Clerk salary £805, HMRC PAYE £0, KM Dike £370.15, DAPTC £349.16, Nether Compton Village Hall £2389.41: £25 hall rental, £1364.41 CIL payment, £1000 grant. 
Payments made since last meeting approved at the meeting:  Trent Village Hall £250 Jubilee grant, Sandford Orcas Village Hall £250 Jubilee grant, VP Recycled Plastic ££426 – Comptons jubilee bench, RoSPA Play Safety £100.80, Steve Rose, £75 Fingerpost vegetation maintenance, SSE £69.72

Receipts since last meeting: Nether Compton Duck Race £1450.


Planning Matters 
a. DC Planning Applications – Approved or decided by Parish Council


Applications Determined by Dorset Council or awaiting decision
	Name
	Reference/Details
	Status

	The Barton, The Green, Nether Compton
	P/HOU/2022/03602 Erect single storey extension with flat roof link to existing garage. Installation of 2no, lantern lights within existing flat roof.
	No objection

	Hill Cottage Compton Road Junction The Green To Junction Harts Lane, Nether Compton
	P/HOU/2022/02975 Widening of existing driveway, erection of garage and office.
	No objection

	Manor House Compton Road Over Compton 
	P/HOU/2022/03241 Erect extension and alterations to outbuilding (potting shed). Alterations to fenestration on main house & installation of a flue.
	No objection






Applications Determined by Dorset Council or awaiting decision

	Compton House Cricket Club
	P/FUL/2022/02398 Erection of cricket pavilion
	No objection, comments re car parking & sustainability
Granted 30.06.22

	Common Close House Common Close Over Compton
	P/FUL/2022/02498 Erection of agricultural storage building
	No objection
Granted 17.06.22

	Griffon Lodge Compton Road
	P/HOU/2021/04551 Erect extension and alterations to outbuilding (potting shed). Alterations to fenestration on main house & installation of a flue.
	No objection
Pending decision

	Middle Farm Harts Lane Junction
	P/HOU/2022/02384 Erect timber framed greenhouse & erect low natural stone wall with lime mortar.
	No objection
Granted 08.06.22

	Wessex Water Compton Reservoir Babylon Hill Sherborne
	P/FUL/2022/01407 Provision of a diverging & merging taper lane to west & east of existing site entrance, to improve driver safety. Works include removal & coppicing of trees, regrading of embankment & resurfacing of the widened carriageway
	No objection
Pending decision

	Land and buildings at Lower Farm Western Street Over Compton
	P/FUL/2022/01402 Erect agricultural building
	No objection
Pending decision

	Sevengates, Western Street Over Compton
	P/FUL/2022/00437 Erection of an agricultural dwelling. (Amendment to Planning Permission WD/D/17/001001 already built, to amend the garage to be integral rather than external).
	Objection
Refused 20.06.22

	Little Pax School Road Past Trent
	P/HOU/2022/00816 Retain extension, roof alterations and double garage
	Consultation extension requested
Objection
Granted 17.06.22

	High Pavement Down Lane Trent
	P/HOU/2021/05420 Erection of one and a half and 2 No. single storey extensions , install 2 No. roof lights, install and replace some windows and doors, erection of garden wall, carry out external alterations and erect replacement garage (demolish existing garage & shed).
	Support subject to change of material on end garage wall.
Refused 17.05.22

	Church Farm Church Farm Access Road Trent
	P/OUT/2021/01823 Erection of 1no. agricultural workers dwelling
	Support
Pending decision


	Fairways 20 Down Lane From Corner House To J Trent
	P/HOU/2021/02428 Erect two storey side extension and single storey rear extension. (Demolish existing side and rear extensions and garage).
	Support
Pending decision


	Lower Farm, Over Compton
	P/FUL/2021/01334 Conversion & extension of agricultural building to create 1no. dwelling, including change of use of land to create residential curtilage. Erection of car port & boundary wall
	No objection
Pending decision





















Dates of Future Meetings: 5 September 2022: Sandford Orcas; 8 November 2022: Nether Compton, 9 January 2023: Trent; 6 March 2023: Sandford Orcas.

Items for next Meeting: Habitat pressures and species loss in Queen Thorne
The meeting closed at 9.30pm
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