Minutes of the AGM of the Queen Thorne Parish Council held on Monday 9th May 2022 at 7.30pm in Nether Compton Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs McBeath, Allcard, Biddiscombe, Brewer, Carter, Chick, Hart, Lowe, Morgan, Dorset Council Cllr Legg and 10 members of the public.

Apologies - Cllr Hayton, Kipling and Symms
Election of chairman and Chairman’s Statement - Cllr McBeath was re-elected as Chairman of the Council, proposed by Cllr Lowe, and unanimously agreed by all present. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked for brevity.
Election of vice chairman - Cllr Chick was re-elected as Vice Chairman of the Council, proposed by Cllr Lowe, and unanimously agreed by all present. 
Declarations of Interests – Cllr Chick – Grass cutting, Cllr Carter – Planning application at Griffin Lodge
Planning Representatives, the following councillors agreed to act –Nether Compton: Cllr Hart, Over Compton: Cllrs Chick & Carter, Sandford Orcas: Cllr Allcard, Trent:, To be confirmed at the next meeting. 
Village Hall Representatives the following councillors agreed to act –Sandford Orcas: Cllr McBeath, Nether Compton: Cllr Carter, Trent: To be confirmed at the next meeting.
Other Representatives: Nether Compton Recreation Ground/Play Area: Cllr Hart, Trent Allotments: Cllr Kipling, NC Allotments: Cllr Biddiscombe.
Minutes: The minutes of the meeting on March 7th were agreed as a true record and signed
Business Items arising from meeting on March 7th 2022
a. Hummer Bridge, repair works and surrounding road repairs, update Work on the bridge has been completed, but Dorset Council is not satisfied with the safety bollards installed by Network Rail and will not open the road until the bollards have been removed and barriers installed. Cllr Legg and Chris Loder are liaising with the highways department and Network Rail to accelerate the reopening of the bridge. 
b. Neighbourhood Plan: Update Max Snow of the NP Committee reported that the consultation phase is still ongoing. The unspent money from last year’s grant has been repaid to Groundwork.
c. Tree planting, plans to plant trees on Western Street 
It was reported that Cllr Kipling has had offers to sponsor 20 trees and is hopeful of more.
At the next meeting it is hoped to agree a definite planting area, tree numbers and costs.

d. Rights of Way:
1. Meeting with the British Horse Society Max Snow reported on the meeting, where Sarah Bucks and other representatives of the BHS explained why they are making so many DMMO applications.  The meeting was well attended and very useful. Vanessa Penny of Dorset Council outlined the very long DMMO decision making process. It was also pointed out that landowners are able to dedicate routes as footpaths, bridleways, restricted byways or BOATs. This is a much faster and simpler alternative to DMMOs and Max is planning to broach the idea to landowners in Queen Thorne.
2. DMMO application Pink Knoll Hollow, Sandford Orcas The application has been submitted to Dorset Council.
e. Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Councilors outlined the planned events in each village.  The council will make the agreed donations of £250 per parish on receipt of submissions.
f. Allotments:  Cllr Biddiscombe reported that she has ordered a skip to be on site for 6 weeks, after which she will organize a digger.
g. Drain clearing and side verging programme Cllr Lowe reported that she and Cllr Kipling are finalising the work to be done and will then ask for a quote from Dorset Council. Cllr McBeath thanked Cllr Lowe for all her hard work on this.



Open Forum

Cllr Legg reported that he was due to speak to John Burridge of Dorset Highways about Hummer Bridge on the following day. He is still doing all he can to get the bridge open as soon as possible. In the meantime he is making the case for special arrangements for those farmers most immediately and significantly affected.
Regarding the poor refuse collection service at Homecroft, Sandford Orcas, Cllr Legg has passed on the telephone number of the depot in case of problems.
Cllr Legg gave a summary of his correspondence to the planning department and conservation officer concerning the planning application at High Pavement in Trent. He is waiting to hear if his bid to have the application called in to the committee has been successful. The council expressed its frustration and dissatisfaction with the current planning system, which fails to address the views of the parish council and community, and does not monitor or sign off completed buildings  in relation to approved plans. Cllr Legg said that the Local Government Association is doing an audit of schemes of delegation across the country.

New Business
a. Grass cutting –The council agreed to the previously circulated quote from KM Dike. It was also agreed that it will pay Boris Chick a proportionate sum to cut the NC field on an ad hoc basis when necessary. Cllr Chick who had declared an interest, took no part in the decision but agreed to the proposal. Cllr Chick has previously cut the grass on a voluntary basis, but the council thought it would be fairer to pay for this.
b. Nether Compton Recreation Ground: Electricity supply to the hut The clerk reported that SSE is about to significantly raise the standing charge. The best quote available from a comparison site was from EDF with a much lower standing charge. The best green electricity offer from Valdma was almost twice the price. In view of the fact that very little electricity is used the council agreed to accept the EDF quote. This is a fixed price deal for 3 years with payments by direct debit.
c. Update on Sandford Orcas Village Meeting Cllr McBeath reported that the meeting had been very lively with Chris Loder in attendance. 
d. Refuse collections in Sandford Orcas (Homecroft) See open forum
e. Ukrainian refugees in the local area Cllr McBeath said that the inadequacies of the visa system were pointed out to Chris Loder at the Sandford Orcas Village Meeting. He said he was doing what he could. It was also reported that there is a regular drop in session for Ukrainians and those interested in hosting/helping in Cheap Street Church on Tuesday afternoons.
f. Dorset Council Planning Department: Issues working with parish councils and apparent unwillingness to send applications to the planning committee. See open forum
Financial Matters
a. Risk Assessment and Assets The risk assessment and list of assets were approved
b. Insurance The council agreed the insurance renewal quote which is year 2 of a 3 year agreement
c. Internal Audit The Clerk reported that the internal audit had been carried out by Mr Daniel Baker and the annual review completed with no issues. The council reviewed and approved it
d. The Annual Governance Statement was considered, approved and signed.
e. The Annual Accounting Statement 2021-22 was considered, approved and signed
f.  Financial Report and Payment of Invoices   The Council reviewed expenditure against budget year to date. Invoices approved for payment: Clerk salary £805, HMRC PAYE £0, KM Dike £377.54, Clive Yendole £ 94.32, BHIB Insurance £719.24, SR Edwards £155.01 (for bank transfer to A Herrmann – materials to renovate Trent phone kiosk) 
Payments made since last meeting approved at the meeting:  Wessex Computers £19.50, Thornhackett Parish Council £10, Groundwork: Neighbourhood Plan Grant repayment £364.55, 
Receipts since last meeting: Nether Compton allotment rents £90.
Planning Matters 
a. DC Planning Applications – Approved or decided by Parish Council


	Name
	Reference/Details
	Status

	Compton House Cricket Club
	P/FUL/2022/02398 Erection of cricket pavilion
	No objection with query over parking and sustainable energy

	Common Close House Common Close Over Compton
	P/FUL/2022/02498 Erection of agricultural storage building
	No objection

	Griffon Lodge Compton Road
	P/HOU/2021/04551 Erect extension and alterations to outbuilding (potting shed). Alterations to fenestration on main house & installation of a flue.
	No objection

	Park Farm Yeovil Road Over Compton
	P/PABA/2022/01108 Erection of an agricultural building for machinery storage
	Prior Approval Not Required

	Middle Farm Harts Lane Junction
	P/HOU/2022/02384 Erect timber framed greenhouse & erect low natural stone wall with lime mortar.
	No objection

	Wessex Water Compton Reservoir Babylon Hill Sherborne
	P/FUL/2022/01407 Provision of a diverging & merging taper lane to west & east of existing site entrance, to improve driver safety. Works include removal & coppicing of trees, regrading of embankment & resurfacing of the widened carriageway
	No objection

	Land and buildings at Lower Farm Western Street Over Compton
	P/FUL/2022/01402 Erect agricultural building
	No objection


Applications Determined by Dorset Council or awaiting decision
	Sevengates, Western Street Over Compton
	P/FUL/2022/00437 Erection of an agricultural dwelling. (Amendment to Planning Permission WD/D/17/001001 already built, to amend the garage to be integral rather than external).
	Objection

	Little Pax School Road Past Trent
	P/HOU/2022/00816 Retain extension, roof alterations and double garage
	Consultation extension requested
Objection

	High Pavement Down Lane Trent
	P/HOU/2021/05420 Erection of one and a half and 2 No. single storey extensions , install 2 No. roof lights, install and replace some windows and doors, erection of garden wall, carry out external alterations and erect replacement garage (demolish existing garage & shed).
	Support subject to change of material on end garage wall.

	Lower Farm, The Green Nether Compton Sherborne DT9 4QA
	P/LBC/2021/05681/2 Swimming pool, garden building and solar panels
	No objection
Granted 18.03.22

	Church Farm Church Farm Access Road Trent
	P/OUT/2021/01823 Erection of 1no. agricultural workers dwelling
	Support


	Fairways 20 Down Lane From Corner House To J Trent
	P/HOU/2021/02428 Erect two storey side extension and single storey rear extension. (Demolish existing side and rear extensions and garage).
	Support


	Sandford Orcas Manor House Estate
	P/FUL/2021/03003 Conversion of ground floor stable building to dwelling.
	No objection
Granted 07.04.22

	Sandford Orcas Manor House Estate
	P/LBC/2021/03004 Carry out internal & external alterations associated with the conversion of ground floor stable building to dwelling.
	No objection
Granted 07.04.22

	Lower Farm, Over Compton
	P/FUL/2021/01334 Conversion & extension of agricultural building to create 1no. dwelling, including change of use of land to create residential curtilage. Erection of car port & boundary wall
	No objection






Dates of Future Meetings: 11 July 2022: Trent; 5 September 2022: Sandford Orcas; 7 November 2022: Nether Compton, 9 January 2023: Trent; 6 March 2023: Sandford Orcas.

Items for next Meeting: Are defibrillators on the national register? Pump House in Stallen update, Allotments, Fly tipping, Playing field, Safeguarding of important documents, Broadband, NC Village Hall, Trent representatives, CIL money.
The meeting closed at 9.30pm
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