Minutes of a meeting of the Queen Thorne Parish Council held on Monday 6th March 2023 at 7.30pm in Sandford Orcas Village Hall.

[bookmark: _Hlk108507640]Present: Cllrs McBeath, Carter, Chick, Kipling, Harris, Hart, Livingstone, Lowe, Morgan, Symms, Dorset Council Cllr Legg, Trent RoWLO Max Snow and 3 members of the public.

Apologies - Cllrs Allcard and Biddiscombe
Chairman’s announcements 
Declarations of Interests – Cllr Harris declared an interest in anything pertaining to Queen Thorne Landscapes and Sherborne Turf.
Minutes: The minutes of the meeting on 9th of January were agreed as a true record and signed.
Business Items arising from meeting on January 9th 2023
a. Tree planting on Western Street (Cllr Harris left the room) £1650 tree sponsorship has been donated. The trees have been delivered and heeled in by Queen Thorne Landscapes. Cllrs Kipling and Chick have had a site meeting with David Ackerley of Dorset Council and Edward Hohler of Church Farm. In relation to concerns expressed by Greg Kellaway about planting close to the ditch, it was noted that this is a soak away which will not be compromised by the trees.  Paul Thatcher of Dorset Highways has requested another meeting to finalize locations. This will happen shortly.
b. Rights of Way:
1. Holway Woods: The clerk has sent Kim Creswell (who brought the problem to the council’s attention) the report given by Jim Hart at the last meeting.
2. DMMOs: Max Snow is liaising with landowners about possible express dedication of two routes. The clerk has written in support of Thorney Lane and Windmill Lane, Trent DMMOs, both already submitted by the BHS.
c. Nether Compton Recreation Ground: Poor’s Ground Trust:  Cllr Livingstone reported that a meeting of the trustees had taken place, at which they had agreed to resign. Colin Hart and Ellen Hughes have agreed to become trustees and two others have been invited. It is hoped that these four can be confirmed shortly, after which it is intended to request conveyance of the land to the Official Custodian for Charities in perpetuity.  The new trustees will decide how money should be distributed and the trust’s assets used.
d. HGVs in Sandford Orcas: Cllr Lowe reported that she had been in communication with Perrys Recycling and Buglers, to whom the HGVs may be delivering when they come through Sandford Orcas. Both companies have responded well to requests in the past and are now again taking measures via their websites and communications to prevent vehicles coming through the village. Perrys are also looking into the possibility of putting up dual road signs.
e. Collapsed drain on New Road, Nether Compton, Paul Thatcher has told the clerk that other issues including flooding are taking priority. The council asked the clerk to write again.
f. Western Street repairs to road surface, The work has now been completed.
g. Branches overhanging Great Pitt Lane, Work has been carried out to resolve the situation.
h. Councillor attendance It was reiterated that councillors are deemed to have left the council if they do not attend for a period of 6 months.
i. A30/Kit Hill roadworks, progress, Cllr Legg reported that repairs to the wall have now started. He has written to Mr Kitcatt to ask for reassurance that the work will ensure long term stability. Cllr Legg has also suggested that Dorset Council request that Sherborne Castle Estates dedicate land to remove the pinch point.
j. Hummer Bridge, Negotiations are still ongoing between Highways and Network Rail.
k. Road traffic safety on the A30 near Marl Lane, The council has been asked to respond to a consultation by Dorset Highways. It was agreed that the suggested measures are not sufficient.
l. Fingerposts, repairs. The clerk and Cllr Lowe reported on the repairs to the Sandford Orcas fingerpost in front of the village hall. A volunteer who wishes to remain anonymous has done the repairs using materials generously donated by Sydenhams Builders Merchants in Gillingham. The clerk has written to thank Sydenhams. The council was very pleased with this and agreed that the clerk might ask the kind volunteer if he will repair a deteriorated sign between Glebe Farm, Trent and Adber.
m. Litter from McDonald’s, The clerk reported that she had had no response from a letter to McDonald’s. The matter has now been reported to Litter Free Dorset who are going to contact McDonald’s.

  

Open Forum
Max Snow reported that the Neighbourhood Plan Committee had a meeting at the end of March and are awaiting a decision from the Ernest Cook Trust on brownfield sites.  If that is favourable, they will be requesting a much larger grant next year 

Cllr McBeath read out an email from a local resident asking him to raise, at this meeting, an incident which took place last year between a man and woman in Sandford Orcas. The incident had already been reported to the police. Cllr McBeath had invited the resident to the meeting to raise any concerns during the open forum. He had not responded nor was he present at the meeting. The council agreed that the incident in question was not a matter for further action by the council. 

Cllr Legg told the council about a current consultation over the future of the stroke unit at Yeovil Hospital. It is proposed that emergency stroke cases should be taken to an enlarged unit at Dorset County Hospital or to an acute unit at Musgrove Park Hospital for the first 72 hours of care, followed by a move to a less acute unit at Yeovil where appropriate. The consultation will close on April 24th. Councillors were encouraged to respond individually.

New Business
a. Councillor vacancies The clerk has written to Harry Brewer who has accepted that he will step down. The council agreed to send him a bottle of port and letter of appreciation. The clerk has also received a letter of resignation from Cllr Sally Allcard, who is planning to move out of the area shortly. It was agreed that the clerk will write a letter of appreciation. The clerk will inform Dorset Council of the vacancies.
b. Grass cutting contract 2023 -24 It was felt that there was no point asking Dorset Council for a quote so soon after the last one. There were no suggestions for alternative companies. It was agreed to carry on with KM Dike, with Cllr Chick picking up the slack where necessary as agreed last year.
c. Broadband connection – Gigaclear works in Over and Nether Compton Residents have approached the council after being contacted by Gigaclear requesting permission to install infrastructure on their land. The council agreed that it cannot recommend a course of action or preference for one provider over another. When the village hall reopens the Comptons village committee will invite Gigaclear to hold another meeting to better inform residents of their plans.
d. Ditch in East Field, Sandford Orcas, No progress to report
e. Nature Watch Group: Application for funding The clerk had previously circulated the application and contacted DAPTC who advised that the application should not be considered until the NWG has a bank account requiring two signatures for payments and is registered with the charity commission, both of which are in progress. The council agreed to follow this advice and defer the application until the next meeting.
f. Allotments: (Cllr Harris left the room) The council considered a quote from Queen Thorne Landscapes to improve the car parking area in Trent. It was decided that a further quote should be obtained. Cllr Kipling reported that following the death of a plot holder there is some work to be done to clear the land. The council agreed to pay Steve Rose to do this and dispose of any rubbish that cannot be used any other way. All the other plots are occupied and rents are coming in. Cheques to the value of £150 were handed to the clerk.
g. Potholes It was agreed that the best way to get repairs done is by reporting on the Dorset Council website. Cllr Lowe said that she also invites residents to send her photos and locations, which she then reports. Cllr Morgan said that some of the potholes he has reported lately have not been repaired. He will chase this up. The clerk had previously circulated an email from a Stallen resident about potholes caused by spring water on the road outside Middle Farm. Cllr Chick said there used to be a holding tank underground at Sterlings, which was used to feed a spring water supply at Middle Farm. It was agreed that the clerk should pass this information on to Paul Thatcher. The resident had also asked if there could be a traffic priority system installed to prevent traffic driving over the verge and coming close to the wall. The council agreed to ask Highways for a solution.
Financial Matters
a. Financial Report and Payment of Invoices  The Council reviewed expenditure against budget year to date. Invoices approved for payment: Clerk salary £865.67, Sandford Orcas Village Hall £25, The clerk for payment to Ashridge Nurseries £1011.43, Water2business £115.44
b. Payments made since last meeting approved at the meeting:  SSE £41.61, Dorset Planning Consultant (Neighbourhood Plan) £742.08



Planning Matters 
a. DC Planning Applications – Approved or decided by Parish Council
Applications Determined by Dorset Council or awaiting decision

	Name
	Reference/Details
	Status

	814/815 Sandford Orcas Sherborne
	P/FUL/2022/07834 Erect extension, replacement garage and new garage
	Cllr Lowe to visit

	20 Down Lane Trent
	P/HOU/2023/00710 Erect 2 storey side extension & rear single storey extension, (demolish existing side extension, lean-to & garage).
	Support

	Sevengates Western Street Over Compton
	P/FUL/2022/00437 (Amendment to Planning Permission WD/D/17/001001 already built, to amend the garage to be integral rather than external).
	Appeal APP/D1265/W/22/3313240

	High Pavement, Down Lane, Trent
	P/HOU/2021/05420 Erection of 1 No. one and a half and 1 No. single storey side extensions , alteration of rear two storey extension, erection of garden walls, erect replacement garage (demolish existing garage and shed), relocate greenhouse.
	Appeal APP/D1265/W/22/3301326



Applications Determined by Dorset Council or awaiting decision

	Rosedown Farm Penmore Road Sandford Orcas
	P/FUL/2022/06821 Erect extension to warehouse and form parking areas. Create a holding wildlife pond.
	No objection, subject to security lighting being not too bright.
Granted 03.03.23

	Two Trees Compton Road Over Compton
	P/HOU/2022/07835 Erect Double-storey extension and alterations
	No objection
Granted 25.01.23

	[bookmark: _Hlk119488932]Batsons Farm Adber
	P/PABA/2022/07922 Erect agricultural storage building
	Prior Approval - Building for Agricultural/Forestry Use
Information only

	Mill House, Sandford Orcas
	P/FUL/2022/05402 Install flat lead roof and doors to the ruins of the old mill to create a garden store, and an adjoining slate roof to create a log store.
	Support
Granted 14.02.23

	Mill House Junction At Weathergrove Farm To Junction Shillers Lane Sandford Orcas
	P/FUL/2022/04968 Change of use of garage into a holiday let.
	Support
Pending decision

	Higher Farm Compton Road Over Compton
	P/FUL/2022/03668 Change of use and conversion of barns to form 3 no. dwellings. Erect agricultural building and form access (demolish existing barns)
	No objection, but recommendation that careful consideration is given to the access.
Pending decision

	Higher Farm Compton Road Over Compton
	P/FUL/2022/03668 Change of use and conversion of barns to form 3 no. dwellings. Erect agricultural building and form access (demolish existing barns)
	No objection, but recommendation that careful consideration is given to the access.
Pending decision

	Church Farm Church Farm Access Road Trent
	P/OUT/2021/01823 Erection of 1no. agricultural workers dwelling
	Support
Granted 09.02.23


	Lower Farm, Over Compton
	P/FUL/2021/01334 Conversion & extension of agricultural building to create 1no. dwelling, including change of use of land to create residential curtilage. Erection of car port & boundary wall
	No objection
Pending decision




Dates of Future Meetings: 15 May in Nether Compton, 3 July in Trent, 4 September in Sandford Orcas, 6 November in Nether Compton.

Items for next Meeting: None 

The meeting closed at 9.45pm
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